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This document emerges from the mobilization of 
the Colombian diaspora together with  people 
specialised in the recent history of Colombia, 
human rights defenders, social movements 
and other stakeholders who have reacted to 
the recent social outburst led by the youth in 
Colombia. 

This  dossier  came  together  through  the 
voluntary participation and contribution from 
citizens concerned about the defence of life in 
Colombia and the  need  for the  implementation 
of the peace agreement.
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• That as citizens residing abroad, who also have constitutional 
rights, we urgently request a comprehensive police reform and 
at the same time denounce the systemic nature of the serious 
human rights violations that the National Police continuously carry 
out in social protest scenarios

• We urge the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), 
Fatou Bensouda, to visit Colombia and request information from 
the Attorney General’s Office, the Military Criminal Jurisdiction and 
the Accusations Commission of the House of Representatives on 
the status of the investigations and the actions of those allegedly 
responsible

• Endorsement and Implementation of the IACHR Report
• That UN member states request an extraordinary session of the 

General Assembly for the case of Colombia
• That the UK government immediately end all police and military 

aid, training, and joint activities with Colombia’s state forces
• That the European Union (EU) invoke the human rights principles 

as the ‘essential element’ of its Trade Agreement with Colombia
• That Cuba and Norway as guarantors of the peace process and the 

UK as monitor, to urge the European Parliament to set up an inter-
parliamentary delegation to verify the situation on the ground in 
Colombia as soon as possible

• Acknowledgements
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A man holds the Colombian flag during demonstrations in support of 
Colombia’s national strike in 2021. London, United Kingdom
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1Summary
We are a movement of Colombian nationals and friends of Colombia 
living in the UK, who have come together in support of the national strike 
that began in Colombia in April 2021. The aim of this dossier is to raise 
international awareness of the critical situation facing those who have 
taken to the streets to exercise their legitimate right to protest.

This document presents information extracts from official reports by 
international, national, territorial, and local organisations. Similarly, 
it shares graphic and video evidence, much of which is sourced from 
social media and press reports. It includes official responses from the 
Colombian Government coming from the presidency and state entities 
such as the Prosecutor’s Office, the Ombudsman’s Office, the Ministry 
of Defence and the General Attorney’s Office published through the 
media and official press releases. The report highlights two case studies 
of police violence resulting in deaths.

This dossier analyses the disproportionate use of firearms on behalf of 
state security forces in addition to events of violence caused by the use 
of long-range firearms by urban paramilitary groups.  

It focuses on the grave violations inflicted upon the fundamental rights 
of those protesting peacefully, mainly killings, sexual violence, 
disappearances, torture, arrests without judicial warrants and cases 
of extra-judicial killings. Our sources include the work of recognised 
local, national, and international organizations. While it is not possible 
to carry out an extensive and detailed analysis given the magnitude of 
such an undertaking, this document aims to reach international bodies 
that may assist Colombian civil society in this efforts to document and 
independently oversee the grave instances of human rights violations 
occurring in Colombia.

The report gives attention to the official press release by the Interamerican 
Commission of Human Rights (CIDH) from May the 25th, 2021, expressing 
concern regarding the serious crisis facing Colombia and condemning 
the serious human rights violations documented during this wave of 
social protests. 

From 8-10th June, the CIDH visited Colombia, to observe the human rights 
situation on the ground and meet wide range of state institutions, 

trade industry bodies, civil society representatives, trade 
unions, and in particular “victims of human rights violations 
and their relatives to gather their testimonies, claims and 
messages.” 

On the 30th of May the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, expressed her 
concern at the clashes that left more than ten people 
dead in Cali, Colombia, and called for dialogue and an 
independent investigation. Human Rights Watch has 
announced the publication of its report on the grave 
human rights violations during the National Strike. 

Additionally, the document presents some of the initiatives of the Search 
Unit for Disappeared Persons (UBPD) that in alliance with the United 
Nations Human Rights Office has begun a joint search effort for the 
almost 400 protestors whose whereabouts are unknown.

This document is a collective and voluntary undertaking. It has been 
made possible thanks to the daily scrutiny of independent organisations  
such as Cuestión Pública, Temblores ONG and Indepaz amongst others 
offering a source of information that allows organisations to access data 
and sources directly compiled in the local settings and territories where 
these grave human rights violations have taken place, especially in the 
southwest of the country and in the capital Bogotá.
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2Introduction
This dossier provides a snapshot of the human rights violations that 
have taken place against participants in Colombia’s National Strike (Paro 
Nacional) that started on 28 April 2021. 

The strike first begun in response to a hugely unpopular tax reform 
that would see ordinary people paying for the COVID-19 recovery but 
has since become a mass movement expressing deep frustration and 
discontent over mass-poverty and social exclusion of vast sectors of 
society. Recent figures indicate that 42.5% of Colombians live in poverty 
and over 15% are experiencing extreme poverty. Even though the tax 
reform bill has been formally withdrawn following a vote in Congress, 
Colombians recognise the country is in the midst of a deep social and 
political crisis requiring immediate and structural solutions.

One month into the strike... 

As of 28 May 2021, human rights organisations have reported that at 
least 60 people have been killed, at least 43 of those allegedly by police 
forces, with many more injured. There are 46 reported cases of sexual 
violence, over 1,388 cases of arbitrary arrests and 46 cases of eye 
injuries, 165 cases of shootings by the police and 2 police officers killed. 

These harrowing numbers come amidst widespread reports 
of the use of live firearms against unarmed civilians, and 
indiscriminate violence against citizens participating in 
protests – with acts of vandalism from unidentified 
individuals being used as justification for a massive 
military deployment in Colombian cities, especially in Cali. 

The dossier covers a range of human rights abuses 
perpetrated against protestors, but especially against 
those young people in the Primero Línea (Front Line) of the 
demonstrations. 

For example, since 14 May, the first accounts of the existence 
of mass graves in the rural areas of the municipalities of 
Buga and Yumbo (Valle del Cauca Department), where the 
bodies of many young people from Cali were being taken, 

according to the report published by Equipo Jurídico y Humanitario N21 
on the 23rd of May. The report also details the full names of 120 people 
reported missing.

The UK’s Responsibility

We call on the UK government, the European Parliament, 
UN Human Rights Office, the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights and the International community and 
multilateral organisations with an interest in Colombia’s 
peace and sustainable development, to put pressure upon 
the Colombian government to stop the human rights 
violations taking place during the national strike that began 
on 28 April.

As well as the concern for the mass violations of human 
rights, we believe that the current crisis should be of particular concern 
to the British parliament. The UK has significant economic interests in 
Colombia, and UK multinational companies operating in the country have 
been major beneficiaries of a previous tax reform by the government of 
President Duque in 2019, while many stand accused of human rights 
abuses associated with their operations.

Furthermore, a penholder of the Colombian peace process at the UN 
Security Council, and a consistent supporter of the peace deal, the UK 
government plays a particularly important role in ensuring that the 
Colombian government upholds its commitment to basic human rights 
and the rule of law, two key pillars of the peace agreement.

We are particularly concerned about the training that UK’s College of 
Policing has been providing to the Colombian police force over the past 
three years. This training is being provided despite the appalling human 
rights record of the Colombian police force, despite the country being 
one of 30 ‘human rights priority countries’ identified by the UK Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office. The College has refused to 
provide any details about the nature of this training, the number of 
police officers involved, the cost, or where it took place.

Given the mass human rights abuses being committed by Colombian 
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security forces, and in particular the police, it is urgent that the UK 
government releases details of the training, including how it is in line 
with the protection of human rights in Colombia. We call on the UK 
Government to:

• publicly condemn abuses carried out by the Colombian police 
and express public support for human rights in Colombian 
and the work of human rights organisations.

• call on the Colombian government to end the human rights 
violations taking place in the context of the national strike, 
protect the right to protest, and engage in genuine social 
dialogue with all social and political sectors.

• provide details of the training being provided to Colombian 
police forces and relay our concern about the implications of 
such training to an institution associated with severe human 
rights violations.

At present there is an Early Day Motion ‘EDM4’ presented by Colombian 
and British citizens with great concerns about the ongoing violations to 
human rights in Colombia.

The EDM4 expresses profound concern on reports of excessive use of 
force by the Colombian police, against overwhelmingly peaceful social 
protests as confirmed by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights across Colombia from 28 April 2021, as part of a national 
strike; believes the right to peaceful protest and freedom of assembly are 
essential tenets of democracy; condemns serious human rights violations 
allegedly carried out by the police, including the use of live ammunition 
resulting in the deaths of over 30 protesters, numerous cases of sexual 
violence and serious injuries, over 100 people reported disappeared, 

over 800 arbitrary arrests, and targeted attacks on civil 
society organisations and human rights defenders, some 
of whom were trying to monitor the police. 

It also condemns the small minority who infiltrated the 
peaceful protests and perpetrated violence; notes with alarm 
the Colombian Government’s order to militarise the cities 
and urges them instead to enter into a meaningful dialogue 
with the protest organisers to address their legitimate 
grievances; calls on the Government to review its training 
of the Colombian Police, suspend the sale of riot control 
materials and review all other arms exports to Colombia 
in light of the current situation; and further calls on the 

Government as pen holders for the Colombian peace process 
at the UN Security Council to promote substantive reform 
of the Colombian security services and full implementation 
of the Peace Accord.

The focus of the dossier is to tackle the urgent human rights 
emergency, without expanding on the nature of the economic 
drivers of the crisis. We stress that the governments of 
Europe and the UK have a profound responsibility to do 
the right thing by the Colombian people, not least because 
of the free trade agreements and decades, not to mention 
centuries going back to colonial times, of wealth extraction 
and environmental harm.     

An Open Call - Mobilise and 
Accompany Colombia’s Social 
Movements 

Beyond this, we urge all progressive movements to lend their support 
and provide emergency aid to the social movements in Colombia. 

At the time of writing we do not yet know the outcome of the National 
Strike, what we do know is that its participants in the protests are running 
great risks for their lives in order to create a better future, a more just and 
equitable society. We also know about the cruelty of the repression by 
the state and its paramilitary allies that once again have been mobilised 
in a murderous wave against a new generation of resistance.

We urge all our readers to do whatever you can to defend human rights 
and the collective right to social protest in Colombia, to mobilise with us 
internationally and to accompany our sisters and brothers in the long 
fight for social justice. 

Our struggle continues and, with your help, this time we want to see 
real change. 
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3 Massacres Carried Out in Colombia during 20202

2 Institute for Development and Peace (INDEPAZ) 

Peace Process and the 
National Strike
A Brief historical context of the Colombian reality

The signing of the Havana-Teatro Colón Agreement (on 24 November 
2016) was the culmination of a four-year process of preparation, 
discussion, dialogue, design of rules and definition of the actors 
that would participate in the main dialogue table. Together with other 
satellite tables, it was set up to address specific issues that would be 
central components of the architecture of the peace agreement between 
the government of  President  Juan Manuel Santos and the then 
FARC-EP guerrillas. 

Four years after the signing of the Final Agreement, the Kroc Institute of 
the US University of Notre Dame published the report “The Colombian 
Final Agreement in the Era of COVID-19: Institutional and Citizen Ownership 
is Key to Implementation”, in which it takes stock of the progress made 
and the challenges of the comprehensive implementation of the 
agreement, especially the points where implementation was slow or 
stagnant:

“At the end of this fourth year of implementation, the Kroc 
Institute believes that the successful fulfilment of the Agreement 
will require ambitious structural and institutional reforms that 
are accompanied by transformations felt at the individual and 
community levels”.1 

In Colombia, the Institute for Development and Peace (INDEPAZ), which 
monitors the implementation of the peace agreement in Colombia, 
asserts in its official reports major shortcomings in the implementation 
of the accords, in particular the first point in the agreement,, which 
deals with the central issue of ‘Land’.  Regrettably, only 10% of this point 
has been implemented in the four years since the signing of the peace 
accord. Perhaps the clearest sign of the government’s unwillingness 
to implement the agreement in full is the inability of President Iván 
Duque’s administration to implement the ‘La Paz Territorial’, one of the 
fundamental axis in the structure of the agreement.  In the last three 
years, the levels of violence have increased considerably. In 2020 alone 
Indepaz and other allied organisations registered 91 massacres in 66 
municipalities, for a total of 381 victims of violence.

1 The Colombian Final Agreement in the Era of Covid-19. Institute Krock, Paz 12. 
May, 2021
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In 2021 violence has increased considerably.In the first five months of 
2021 the country recorded 41 massacres, with 158 victims - as of 31 
May 2021.3 

Impunity
Seven Colombian NGOs, with the support of Oxfam (UK) and Diakonia 
(Sweden), published a report in June 2020 that points to the existence of 
systematic patterns of assassination of human rights defenders, social 
leaders and former combatants of the demobilised FARC-EP in Colombia. 

An investigation carried out by Indepaz, Fundación Forjando Futuros, the 
Inter-Church Commission for Justice and Peace, the Somos Defensores 
Programme, the Colombian Commission of Jurists and International 
Protection, points to a systematic pattern of violence and the high rates 
of impunity preventing not only the perpetrators but also the instigators 
of such violence from being found: “of the 944 cases reported through-
out the country, 66 sentences have been handed down, 6 per cent” the 
spokesperson said. Furthermore, the report underlines the practices of 
the Attorney General’s Office “in the treatment and presentation of the 

3  Institute for Development and Peace  (INDEPAZ).  

figures on the management investigations (...) that do not 
meet the parameters established by the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights”. 4

The peace process has meant a change in the political and 
social agenda of the country, and while its implementation 
is not progressing in the way that many regions affected 
by violence require, it has allowed Colombian society to 
generate new social dynamics of political participation and/
or the expression of their questions on issues such as social 
justice, equal opportunities, access to fundamental rights 
such as health, education and the right to work.

Corruption
Jesús Abad Colorado, a distinguished and award-winning 
Colombian photographer who has documented extensively 
the victims of the armed conflict coined a phrase that 
resonates with great force today:  “The silence of the guns 
made us hear the sound of corruption, so the guns are 
sounding again to silence corruption”. 

The current Colombian society, has recognised that 
corruption has permeated almost all state entities and 
understands the serious damage this causes to the public 
finances, and contributes to the systematic impoverishment 
of people in the cities and the countryside.  Institutional 
weaknesses and the failure to put in place effective 
anti-corruption measures have generated great social 
discontent in a country where 43% of the population lives 
in poverty. 

Although there has been a de-escalation of the armed 
conflict with the signing of the accords. New cycles of 
violence have begun in the rural areas of the country and 
the lack of commitment by President of Iván Duque to 
implement the peace process in a comprehensive manner 
has caused serious state and governmental vacuums. 

At the same time, in the cities there is also great dissatisfaction 
with the government’s tax reforms, which have been 
aggressive mainly among the middle and upper middle 
classes, and in the midst of a health emergency such as the 
global COVID-19 pandemic. 

4 Infome of systematic patters of assassination of human rights defenders, 
soacial leaders in Colombia. Portal AA Munddo, March 16, 2021  CLICK HERE TO VISIT
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All of this adds up to a Colombia convulsed on several fronts, with the 
great social inequality being one of the main causes of the crisis. This 
has exacerbated the tensions seen during the National Strike, mainly led 
by young people who see little hope of living a dignified and prosperous 
future if there are no structural changes in the country’s economic and 
political model. 

“In order to understand the situation that Cali is currently expe-
riencing, it is necessary to  a brief reading of the accumulated 
experiences, where without a doubt, a precedent for the mobili-
sation that we see today in the city is the 21N, the National Strike 
called by the National Strike Committee on 21 November, 2019, 
when different social sectors came together to demand from the 
National Government guarantees for the exercise of the right to 
social protest, social, economic, environmental, human and political 
rights, peace, anti-corruption, withdrawal of regulatory projects, 
repeal of laws, the construction of norms and the fulfilment of 
agreements between the government, processes and organisations 
(Comité Nacional de Paro, 2019)”.5

The City of Cali, epicenter of the National 
Strike 

Cali, the ‘capital of the Colombian Pacific’ is country’s third 
largest city.

The city’s inhabitants have been joined by important 
migrations from the Afro-descendant communities of the 
Pacific coast, a region hard hit by the armed conflict and 
high levels of poverty. As a city of  migrants, it acts as a 
point of cultural confluence and knowledge exchange, but 
also experiences high levels of racism and social division.

The city is fragmented. On one hand the centre and south 
of the city are ‘modern and cosmopolitan’, and on the other, 
large slums are controlled by micro-trafficking where 
prominent criminal gangs control the territory and are 
part of the chain of organised crime and drug trafficking. 

The region’s economic model has gradually asphyxiated the 
lower and middle classes, which today clash with business 
elites who are not committed to sustainable development 

5  Informe Que Cese La Horrible Noche, Comisión Por La Vida, Cali 28 de Mayo, 
2021.  End the Horrible Night!  Commission for Life  28 May 2021. 

CLICK HERE TO VISIT

and employment generation plans, but are instead intent 
on widening the gap between the different sectors of Cali’s 
society. 

The ‘White Shirts’ and Urban 
Paramilitarism

Ciudad Jardín is one of the many exclusive neighbourhoods 
in the southern of Cali that extends along the banks of the 
Pance River on the road that connects Cali with the 
municipality of Jamundí. 

It was the place where several violent incidents took place, 
where the so-called ‘white shirts’, delivered racist and 
xenophobic speeches.’6 These groups of armed civilians  
have been recorded in numerous videos and photographs. 
These images show how they moved around in high-end 
white vans, often with their licence plates covered or forged.  

It is surprising to watch how they are free to move in 
addition to the permissiveness of members of the police 
who accompanied them and encouraged them, whilst they 
were firing medium and long-range firearms, wounding 
dozens of demonstrators and killing another 14. 

Only a few days before, 10 indigenous people who had come 
from the neighbouring department of Cauca to accompany 
the National Strike were seriously wounded by gunshot 
wounds in the same area and by the same ‘white shirts’.

Youth Resistance Movement: 
Regional and National 
Repercussions

During the National Strike young people have played an 
important role, positioning themselves at the centre of this 
great movement of resistance and sustained protest.

What started in Cali was replicated in neighbouring municipalities in 
the Valle de Cauca, such as Yumbo, Jamundí, Palmira, Cartago and 
Buga among others. Also in the Eje Cafetero, (the coffee district further 

6 Colombia’s class war turns hot on the streets of Cali. The Guardian, 19th May, 
2021. www.theguardian.com/global-development/
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Map of resistance and 
sustained protest points

Cali
north) especially the cities of Pereira and Manizales, encountered 
large mobilisations. Protesters were attacked by the police and armed 
civilians, leaving many young people dead and injured.

Protesters in Bogotá, have suffered a similar fate. Young people here 
have set up several ‘points of resistance’, places of reference for youth 
protests that have been renamed,  for example, El Portal de Las Américas 
has been renamed by the the young people as ‘Portal de la Resistencia’ 
(Port of Resistance). 

Other places have also been renamed in Cali. Puerto Resistencia (formerly 
Puerto Rellena), the Loma de la Dignidad (formerly Loma de la Cruz), and 
Puerto Madera or Apocalipso (formerly Calipso), Siloé, Puente de las Mil 
Luchas (formerly Puente de los Mil Días).  Only time will tell if these names 
will remain and change the imaginary of the city.
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4The social context and 
economic drivers of President 
Duque’s ‘tax reform’ package

To understand the depth and scale of the National Strike on 28 April, it 
is important to recognise four inter-related issues: 

• the sharp worsening of the social conditions for the majority 
of Colombians in the last three years  

• the regressive nature of President Duque’s proposed tax 
reform, which is far from progressive as his government claims 

• the structural economic problems that are behind Duque’s 
attempt to claw back some of the fiscal deficit.

• the limited resources applied and ineffectiveness of the 
government in tackling the pandemic.

We will address each of these briefly.1

Sharp Increase in Poverty - a Society 
in the Verge of Collapse

The COVID-19 crisis  had deeply affected the country’s 
economy and led to recession, with 6.8% drop in production 
as measured by Gross Domestic Product (GDP). In the midst 
of the pandemic, there has been further socio-economic 
divisions.   Even prior to the pandemic, all the economic 
indicators were showing a drop in the living standards of 
the working class. 

The official figures underestimate the real levels of poverty, 
rising from 36.1% to 42.5% between 2015 and 2020. The 
situation looks bleak in the cities where another 10.8% of 
the population have joined the ranks of the poor. According 
to official figures, 5.7 million more Colombians have been 
pushed into poverty in just the last three years.2

1 For a fuller exposition see Andy Higginbottom ‘The Roots Of Colombia’s Crisis 
2021’ https://www.colombiasolidarity.org.uk

2 Libardo Sarmiento, 2021 ‘Poverty, a serious social disease’ Universidad Nacional 
Periódico Digital 10 May, 2021

The poverty levels have interacted with COVID-19 restrictions bringing 
people already poor on the verge of collapse. 

A ‘reform’ that would increase inequality
The minimum wage in Colombia is, with transport 
concessions, just US $269 a month.3 The distribution of 
incomes is highly skewed, “only 12% of employed people 
in the country earn more than two minimum wages”.4 The 
country has one of the most unequal income distributions in 
the world, with the top 10% taking 50% of all income. Wealth 
inequality is even greater. The top 10% own more than 95% 
of the wealth. Almost all the country’s material wealth is 
concentrated in the super rich and the super-super-rich.5

The reform’s proposed biggest income tax increases of 
9% would be for the lower middle class; that is, those who 
live on incomes of around $1,500 a month. But tax rate 
increases would only be 2% for the top 10% of earners, 
those earning around $8,000 a month and above. Working 
class incomes of up to US $900 a month would attract no 
increase in income tax. Nonetheless, working class house-
holds would be worse off because instead they would be 
hit by rises to essential goods, falling under VAT at the full 
rate of 19%, including computers and mobile phones, and 
such staples as rice and pasta.6  

Thus, despite President Duque naming it ‘social solidarity’, 
the overall effect of the package would be the opposite, not 
progressive but regressive; meaning  greater tax increases 
for the poor and lower middle class than for the rich.  Even 
without the proposed package, Colombia’s income tax 
“is extremely lenient on the richest people”. In short, the 
package would have entrenched inequality, not reduced it.7

3 Minimum Monthly Salary in Colombia. www.salariominimocolombia.net/  
The dollar amount varies according to the prevailing exchange rate.

4 Libardo Sarmiento, 2021b ‘Tax reform 2021: the third duquista snatch’ Le Monde 
Diplomatique May 2021 p.5

5 Edna Bonilla Sebá and Jorge Iván González, 2020 ‘Tax reform consolidates 
inequality’, 6 January Razón Pública 

6 Sarmiento,2021b, p.5
7 Edna Bonilla Sebá and Jorge Iván González, 2020, ibid 
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The Fiscal Deficit - State revenue is 
being lost 

The immediate cause of Duque’s reform package is the state’s fiscal 
deficit. In 2020 Colombia’s tax revenues were only 20 per cent of GDP8, 
whilst state spending was 28% of GDP. 

The gap between these two amounts, 8% of GDP, was the annual fiscal 
deficit. Each year of deficit worsens the accumulating indebtedness 
of the state, which under Duque has shot up from 47% in 2018 to two 
thirds of GDP in 2021.9

Duque’s tax reform proposals were aimed at increasing taxes and 
reducing state’s spending. The two structural problems are low collection 
of corporation tax, and the diversion of funds to meet loan repayments. 

The real rate of corporation tax the big corporations actually pay is 
much less than the official rate of 25% of their profits.  Once the various 
exemption schemes are taken into account, the mining multinationals 
have only paid around 10% since 2013; and the oil companies even less, 
around 2% since 2015. What Álvaro Pardo calls a ‘corporate tax giveaway’ 
of $3.3 bn a year has led to “a real gaping hole that is bleeding the state’s 
coffers”.10 

Add to this the significant increases in public debt repayments, and the 
threat of even higher interest rates to pay it off. The extent to which 
state’s incoming revenues are not available for public use, as they just 
flow straight out again, is indicated by Colombia’s budget for 2021, 
designated as follows: 

Operating Expenditure              59%

Investment             18%

Public debt and interest payments           23%11

The debt payments are US $18.8bn a year. 

8 El Tiempo, 2018 ‘How heavy are corporate taxes in the country? ’,  24 July

9 Sarmiento, 2021b, p.4
10 Álvaro Pardo, 2018 ‘Tax “giveaway” to mining and oil companies: US $3.3 billion 

a year’ , 4 June  Razón Pública
11 Álvaro Pardo, 2020 ‘Corporate tax breaks are bleeding the country dry’,            

26 October Razón Pública 

International financial institutions pushed for the tax reform which 
triggered the protests, as revealed by the Bogotá correspondent for the 
Financial Times (FT) of London:

“Colombia’s decade-old status as an investment grade nation 
will be put to the test as the government of Iván Duque tries to 
pass a fiscal reform package to steady an economy that has 
gone haywire during the coronavirus pandemic”.12

The article explains that ‘steadying the economy’ requires 
the government to raise taxes and make severe cuts on 
state spending to close the fiscal deficit if it wants to avoid 
being charged a higher interest rate on its debts. Unless 
drastic measures were taken, the credit ratings agencies 
would downgrade Colombia to near junk bond status.

The tax reform plan was to raise 25.4 trillion pesos (US $6.8 
billion) each year from 2022 onwards, of which only 3 trillion 
pesos (US$0.8 billion) would come from corporations, the 
rest from increasing taxes on the population. Some three 
fifths of the extra revenues to be raised were pre-allocated 
to reducing the fiscal deficit, effectively cutting services to 
pay off the debt,13  as demanded by the international credit 
agencies.

Lack of Resources for Protecting Public 
Health during the COVID-19 pandemic

The sustained protests forced the government to suspend its tax reform 
package on 2 May 2021, but the serious structural problems remained.  
Colombia is a warfare state not a welfare state, its military spending is 
second only to Brazil in Latin America, and nearly three times higher 
on a per capita basis.14 Even in the midst of the pandemic the Colombia 
government planned to spend more on the military (US $ 9.2 billion) 
than on health ($ 8.6 billion).  

Colombia’s health system was already in shreds, with access to public 
provision gate-wayed by insurance providers that control treatment at 
the point of delivery.  What limited provision that has been available 
has been failing the majority of the population. The government 
was navigating another health reform bill (010/2020) that would have 

12 Gideon Long, ‘Colombia’s investment grade status at stake in tax battle’            
1st March 2021 Financial Times

13  La Semana, 2020 ‘The 2021 General Budget of the Nation is as follows’,               
29 November

14 SIPRI Military Expenditure Database www.sipri.org/databases/milex
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privatised healthcare even further. The National Strike gained a second 
victory when the House of Representatives voted on 19 May to shelve 
the bill.15 

But the health situation of the majority of the population remains dire. 
By early June 2021 there had been four million recorded cases and 
95,200 deaths from COVID-19. Colombia was entering the third wave of 
the pandemic, with over 500 recorded deaths daily. Less than a quarter 
of the population have received their first vaccination dose.16 

The Extent of Alienation and Exclusion
Whilst the Government withdrew the tax reform, the protests did not 
stop. When President Duque withdrew his health privatisation plan, 
again the protests continued.  The reasons for people’s determination 
to continue with the National Strike are complex, but for sure they are 
deeply rooted in the alienation and exclusion of the poorer sectors of 
Colombian society from state institutions that they experience at best 
as indifferent and all too often as completely hostile.

15 France 24, 2021 ‘The fall of the health reform, the new triumph of protests in 
Colombia’, 19 May

16 Euronews 2021 ‘Colombia breaks its record number of coronavirus deaths again 
after 586 on Sunday’, 14 June
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lowed by a refusal to acknowledge that deprivation of freedom or 
to give information on the fate or whereabouts of those persons, 
with the intention of removing them from the protection of the 
law for a prolonged period of time”.1

Several national and international bodies have become aware of the high 
rates of arbitrary arrests that the police are conducting, mostly through 
torture and without warrants. There are numerous complaints from 
young people whose whereabouts are unknown. Faced 
with this alarming situation, Luz Marina Monzón, Director 
of the Unit for the Search for Missing Persons (UBPD), and 
the UN Human Rights Office in Colombia signed a joint 
communiqué on 24 May 2021, calling for guarantees, speedy 
investigations and the need for Colombian judicial bodies to 
act in accordance with international human rights treaties: 

“Detained persons must have the right both to have 
access to a lawyer and to communicate without delay 
with their families, and to be held in places of 
deprivation of liberty officially recognised and 
controlled by the authorities. The State needs to have 
up-to-date and available records of persons deprived 
of their liberty, allowing for real-time monitoring of 
their detention, transfer and release, even in cases of 
administrative police proceedings.”2 

In this same regard, on 30 May 2021, Michelle Bachelet said: 

“It is necessary to guarantee the rights to a fair trial and due process 
of detainees”. In response to concerns about the whereabouts of 
some detainees, the High Commissioner also reiterated the need 
to “implement all necessary measures, in accordance with 
international human rights standards, to prevent disappearances”.3 

The announced visit of the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR), to Colombia from 8-10 June generated great expectations, 
especially from the victims, many of whom have expressed their 
distrust in the weak and battered Colombian justice system, and do 
not expect reparatory results or investigations with procedural 
guarantees. Colombia has a high level of impunity, as explained 

1 Indepaz, Right to Petition on Actions of The Prosecutor’s Office in relation to the 
disappeared persons in the National Strike. 26th May, 2021.

2 International Standards on Guarantees On The Prevention and Protection of 
Persons from Disappearance, 24 May, 2021.

3 UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 30 May 2021.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT

CLICK HERE TO VISIT

CLICK HERE TO VISIT

An overview of human 
rights violations based on 
NGO reports

During the National Strike, Colombia has lived through days of violence, 
terror and aggravated violation of all the fundamental and human rights 
that protect the citizens of Colombia under its Magna Carta, the 1991 
Constitution. Extensive photographic and video evidence, as well as 
live broadcasts from citizens’ mobile phones, have made it possible to 
document, categorise and archive these painful events. Numerous 
human rights organisations, local and regional legal teams, as 
well as national organisations such as Tembores ONG and Indepaz 
have done a monumental job of documenting crimes and human rights 
violations that mainly the southwest of the country has suffered during 
the demonstrations.

We appreciate the effort that these organisations are making, their 
vehement calls for an investigation by the control bodies such as the 
Attorney General’s Office, the Prosecutor General’s Office and the 
Ombudsman’s Office. However, given the disobliging statements of 
high-ranking state officials, this has generated widespread distrust in 
the national institutions of control, leading a number of organisations 
to appeal to international bodies such as the IACHR in Washington, UN 
Human Rights and the European Parliament. On 26 May 2021 Indepaz 
submitted a Right of Petition to the National Prosecutor Francisco Barbosa 
and the Ombudsman Carlos E Camargo, in which they provided a consol-
idated list of 346 names of people reported as disappeared throughout 
the national territory during the current National Strike: 

“Article 165 of the Colombian penal code, where forced disappear-
ance is understood as the action of subjecting “another person to 
deprivation of liberty in whatever form, followed by concealment 
and refusal to acknowledge such deprivation or to give information 
on their whereabouts”. 

Likewise the Rome Statute art. 7 on crimes against humanity states 
that: “Enforced disappearance of persons shall mean the arrest, 
detention or abduction of persons by, or with the authorisation, 
support or acquiescence of, a State or a political organisation, fol-

5
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by León Valencia, director of the Pares Foundation: 

“It is clear that the phenomenon of impunity is the source of the 
anti-social behaviour that affects us as citizens day after day: 
corruption, insecurity and violence are perpetuated and 
propagated by the lack of punishment for the individuals who 
commit them. According to UN Women, in Colombia, for 
example, only 13% of femicides result in a conviction; in the case 
of forced disappearance, according to Movice, of the eighty 
thousand cases reported in 2018, only 7,700 had been investigated 
and, of these, only 337 resulted in a conviction. That is to say that 
99.5% are unresolved.”4

It is worth noting that the Colombian Foreign Minister, Marta Lucía 
Ramirez wrote to to the IACHR’s directors, requesting that the visit take 
place in the context of a private hearing in which only state bodies 
would intervene. The Commission’s response was clear, they will 
dialogue with multiple sectors of affected Colombian society, 
especially in the cities where human rights violations such as murders, 
injuries, disappearances and sexual abuse, many of them by the 
security forces, have been reported.

Organizations take their grievances to 
the European Parliament

Temblores ONG is a non-governmental organisation dedicated to the 
defence and promotion of human rights in Colombia. On 1 June 2021, 
in alliance with Indepaz, they published a letter to the European 
Parliament, in which they requested a hearing with the Human Rights 
Office to put information before the European Parliament on the 
human rights violations perpetrated by the security forces in the 
context of the National Strike: 

“From our platform GRITA, we have been able to record at least 
3,789 incidents of police violence, i.e. during this month, on 
average there have been 187 incidents of police violence per day. 
Within these cases, it was possible to clarify the following figures:

The same letter also points to an analysis of systematic patterns 
of violations of the rights and integrity of citizens by the security forces, 
including the illegal use of weapons in violation of international treaties 
regulating their use. 

4 Pares, Impunity in Colombia, an alarming reality. 15th October, 2019.

The Colombian police have been recorded in numerous videos 
shooting to the face and chestof demonstrators to disperse peaceful 
protests and shooting with long-range Venom weapons in residential 
areas, shooting horizontally in violation of international protocols 
and national regulations on parabolic firing and range. 

The Colombian state must be investigated for having deployed 
practices that are part of the logic of warfare on a defenceless civilian 
population, using sophisticated and lethal weapons and brutal and 
inhumane conduct on the part of its troops. We emphasise that 
Colombia, despite its tradition of repression of the civilian population, 
has systematically refused to reform the military forces and the 
military criminal justice system, which has historically functioned as an 
organ of impunity.
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This section presents the figures and data presented in points 1 to 5 
and 7 are taken from the report by Temblores ONG, Indepaz and Paiis 
to the Inter American Court of Human Rights (IACHR): «on the systematic 
violation of the American Convention and the jurisprudential scope of 
the IACHR with regards to the use of public force against civilians in 
Colombia, in the context of the protests taking place between 28 April 
and 31 May 2021»1. 

We have also consulted reports by the Fundación Ideas para la Paz (FIP) 
and the research portal Cuestión Pública. The specific cases presented 
below aim to provide a better understanding, but do not represent in 
full the number of violations suffered by protesters during the National 
Strike 2021. 

1. Homicides
  

According to cross-referenced figures from Tembores ONG, Indepaz and 
Programa de Acción por la Igualdad y la Inclusión Social, from 28 April 
to 31 May, at least 43 cases of homicidal violence have been recorded, 
mainly due to the impact of firearms allegedly used by the National 
Police during the National Strike. They also point out how the security 
forces systematically violate the protocols established regarding the 
use of ‹non-lethal› weapons, since the shots must be fired parabolically 
and not horizontally towards the demonstrators. Irregular use of these 
weapons increases the chances of causing permanent and lethal injuries. 

1 Report by Temblores ONG, Indepaz and Paiis to the Inter American Court of Human 
Rights (IACHR) 

Cases of  Homicides

1.1. Homicide of Michael Lopez Cano. Age: 22. In an audio Michael's 
aunt says that he was wounded by riot police and at the hospital they 
reported him as brain dead.

 
Location: Yumbo (entrance to La Estancia)
Date: 18 May 
Victimising event: Seriously injured, brain dead and deceased.

1.2. Homicide of Elvis Diaz, arrested by police according to witnesses.  
Age: 24. 

Location: Madrid-Cundinamarca
Date: 1 May 
Victimising event: Hit by a projectile apparently launched by riot 
police tank. Noticias Uno report. 

DOSSIER ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN COLOMBIA DOSSIER ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN COLOMBIA35 36

Register of victimizing 
events occurring during 
the National Strike 2021

CLICK HERE TO VISIT



1.3. DW news report, shows the funeral of Michael López Cano and 
reports on the rioting by the public forces, as well as interviewing the 
«blue helmets» who are personnel attached to the office overseeing 
human rights. 

2. Eye injuries 

As of 8 June, Tembores ONG documented seventy victims of eye injuries, 
especially in the cities of Bogotá, Popayán, Neiva, Medellín and Risaralda. 
They note that the types of trauma include: destruction of the iris, 
retinal detachment, vitreous haemorrhage and trauma to the eye and 
orbit causing temporary or permanent damage to the victims. They also 
identify that most of these injuries have been caused by riot police.

Cases of eye injuries

2.1. Nelson Fuentes. 
Location: Facatativá, Cundinamarca.
Date: 2 May 
Victimising event: Wounded by riot police gunshot causing him to lose 
his right eye. Nelson›s relatives send a message to the police and the 
local government.
2.2. Leidy Candena, Political Science student. 

Location of the video: Cra. 7ma, Calle 28, Bogotá. 
Date: 28 April. 
Victimising event: she went out to march and was assaulted by riot 
police. Redfish Report .

3.Persons presumed missing. 

Tembores ONG, Indepaz and Programa de Acción por la Igualdad y la 
Inclusión Social (Programme of Action for Equality and Social Inclusion) 
consolidated a list of 346 people who have been reported as disappeared. 
According to these entities, the information comes from different civil 
society organisations, social and community leaders, as well as journalists, 
activists and the BIDA platform, among other sources.

Cases of persons presumed disappeared 

3.1. This video shows alleged police officers dressed in civilian clothes 
and wearing bulletproof vests with no identification number, forcibly 
taking away a young man in a car with no number plates.
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3.2. Report from the DW media about the first month of protests with 
figures indicating 45 people dead and dozens missing. 

4. Torture and arrests with arbitrary 
procedures and use of  “transfer for 
protection”

In the same report by Temblores ONG, Indepaz and Paiis to the IACHR, 
it was documented that from 28 April to 31 May 2021 at least two 
people were killed during arbitrary detention procedures that ended 
with torture and homicide. The National Police has also irregularly used 
the figure of ‹transfer for protection›, created by the 2016 Police Code 
under article 155, which allows a person to be temporarily taken to a 
transit centre if their life and integrity or that of a third party is at risk. 
This article has been used arbitrarily and indiscriminately to legally and 
administratively justify various arbitrary detentions as well as a series of 
paralegal measures such as beatings and torture, some of which have 
resulted in the death of protesters. 

Cases of torture and arrests with arbitrary 
procedures

4.1. Alvaro Herrera. Music student at Universidad del Valle.
Location: Universidad del Valle.
Date: 28 May
Victimising event: Confession under coercion by the police that 
Herrera had been vandalizing public property in the Ciudad Jardin 
neighbourhood. Herrera was released after the judge declared his 
arrest illegal. 

4.2. Victimising event: This video shows a woman being detained under 
brutal aggression by 4 police officers. The man who is filming desperately 
shouts at them to stop hitting her, but the police ignore his request. 

5. Racist attacks on the Indigenous Minga

In an official communiqué on 9 May, the Consejo Regional Indígena 
del Cauca (CRIC) called the international community and human rights 
organisations to publicise the acts of violence against their community 
when they tried to enter the city of Cali as part of the National Strike 
protests that began on 28 April:

«There are many indications of police targeting us, as demonstrated 
by the evidence we have and the overwhelming fact that all 9 
people reported as having been shot and wounded are indigenous 
people from the Minga.  We are not those shown in the armed 
confrontation as the Caracol media channel claimed, there was 
no such armed confrontation, there was an attack on the Minga 
with shots fired by men protected by the national police»2.

2  Public Communique, 9th of May 2021, www.cric-colombia.org/portal/



Cases of urban paramilitarism
 
6.1. Cuestión Pública’s Forensic Investigation ‹When the Police were allied 
with armed men in civilian clothes› (16/06/2021)

Location: Cali, Univalle and Ciudad Jardín.
Date: 28 May
Victimising event: In the media and forensic report «Cuando la Policía 
se alió con hombres armados vestidos de civil», Cuestión Publica’s 
journalists investigated the attacks to a social protest in Cali on the 
28th of May during the National Strike, a reconstruction shows: “ 
that between the Police and armed civilians a self-defence group was 
armed, which not only shot at unarmed citizens, but also intentionally 
detained peaceful demonstrators. Congressman Christian Garcés is said 
to be behind the convening of meetings between the police and Ciudad 
Jardín councillors”4.

7. Sexual and Gender-Based Violence

During the National Strike, Temblores ONG has registered 25 acts of sexual 
violence and 6 acts of gender-based violence against demonstrators 
by the security forces. The acts of sexual and gender-based violence 
registered, suggest they were systematic indicating that transgressions 
towards women and their bodies have been consolidated as a structural 
practice of repression and state correction. 

4  ibid

Cases of racist attacks on the indigenous minga

5.1. Forensic account and investigation by House Representative Cesar Pachón: 
«We will present all evidence showing that the attack planned and executed with 
the complicity and intelligence of the security forces». 

Location: Cali, Univalle and Ciudad Jardín.
Date: 9 May
Victimising event: Racist attack with shots fired by unidentified weapons.

6. Urban Paramilitarism

Following the signing of the Peace Agreement, the full chamber of the Constitutional 
Court gave the green light to Legislative Act 05 of 29 November 2017, prohibiting the 
creation of paramilitary groups or so-called ‹autodefensas› (self-defence groups). 
However, during the protests and since 9 May, mainly -but not exclusively, in the 
city of Cali, there is  evidence of coordinated action by groups of civilians using 
lethal and other ‹non-lethal› weapons against demonstrators.  These actions of 
urban paramilitarism, however, have not led to any official statement from the 
authorities (Attorney General′s Office, Public Prosecutor′s Office, Ombudsman′s 
Office) on the urgency of reforming the current firearms control regulations 
and building policies to prevent civilians from using weapons indiscriminately. 
According to the Fundación Ideas para la Paz (FIP), there has been an exponential 
increase in their import: «we went from 8,500 units in 2009 to 193,000 in 2019 
and 190,000 in 2020»3.

3  FIP, ‘Detente Guarin, Guarín, detente. Primero hay que hablar sobre la política de control 
de armas 
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Cases of sexual violence 

7.1. Several women. Diana Fernandez Díaz, there is no precise information on the 
names of the other victims. Video-report from El Espectador.

Location: Vehicles and Police Stations in Bogotá (Cundinamarca), Acacias (Meta), 
Cali, and Palmira (Valle).
Date: May 3rd
Victimising Event: Sexual violence by the security forcesduring the National 
Strike
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6The Government’s 
position and 
counter-arguments 

In the first weeks of the National Strike, which 
began on 28 April, 2021, numerous incidents 
were recorded through video and photographic 
material that circulated widely on the internet, 
showing on numerous occasions the dispro-
portionate use of force, as we documented 
extensively in the previous chapter. Of course, 
this led to many international organisations and 
political actors in the United States and Europe 
to issue statements of concern about the serious 
human rights situation.

Two weeks later in the UK, on 12 May, 2021 a letter 
was sent by members of The House of Lords to 
the Colombian Ambassador to the UK, Antonio 
José Ardila, expressing concern about the actions 
of the Colombian security forces: «There are 
reports of police targeting people in the face with 
projectiles, causing permanent eye injuries, as 
well as at least 9 cases of sexual violence. There 
are also worrying reports of mass arrests, with 
numerous people still missing after arrest’».

On 15 May, 2021, US Congressman James McGovern, speaking in the 
General Speeches section of the House of Representatives, began his 
address to the House with a statement rejecting police brutality:

“ Mr Speaker, I have very strong views on the national protest 
taking place across Colombia over the past two weeks and the 
brutal, absolutely brutal response against the demonstrators by 
the Colombian public security forces”.

This was the first public statement by a prominent member of the US 
Congress, followed by a long list of international bodies on both sides 
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of the Atlantic condemning police brutality and calling for 
dialogue.

In this chapter, we will expand on these pronouncements, 
showing the official responses,  following the controversial 
video  from the official account of the then Foreign Minister, 
Claudia Blum where the government, without presenting 
evidence, blames opposition leader, Gustavo Petro 
for orchestrating the protests: «Senator Gustavo Petro, with 
the help of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and narco-
terrorist groups, have (SIC) taken advantage of the situation 
and organised these urban and premeditated terrorist attacks, 
paying people to take to the streets to terrorise and vandalise 
cities, hiding their actions behind the protests.»

Days later the Minister resigned from her post citing ‹personal 
matters›. The Vice President took over in an effort by the 
government to change the tone of diplomatic relations, with 
a seemingly more conciliatory rhetoric the newly appointed 
Minister began a tour of the United States to, according to 
the government, tell the truth about the events in Colombia.

We will look at various public statements from international 
bodies and human rights NGO’s and contrast their messages 
to those presented by government officials and the President 
of Colombia. 

Interviews and statements from 
the Minister of External Relations, 
Minister of Justice and President 
Ivan Duque

During the country’s national strike several members of the cabinet as 
well as the President have been given their own accounts of the reasons 
behind the social uprising. They have assured the media and party 
affiliates that outside dark forces are behind the protests.

This official narrative was repeatedly emphasised during a Vice News 
interview aired on May 29th with the Ministry of Justice, Wilson Ruiz:

Minister:

“What I consider is that the national strike was of course organised by 
Colombian organisations, but these international criminals took advantage 
of the situation to attack the Colombian State. And what I was telling you 
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a moment ago. They are stubborn wanting at all costs to set up 
a government with a different way of thinking by carrying out 
this type of atrocities.”

Interviewer:

“In very basic terms, you may or may not know that there have 
been dozens of deaths during this strike. And deaths that, ac-
cording to several observers, were at the hands of the public 
forces”.

Minister:

“I don’t know, but what I have been able to read and document 
is that many deaths have not been as a consequence of the 
strike that has taken place. And there have also been deaths in 
other sectors. To say that the deaths that have occurred are a 

consequence of the national strike is totally false.”

Watch full interview: https://www.youtube.com/vice

On May 26th Colombian’s Vice President and Chancellor of the Republic, 
Marta Lucía Ramirez, gave a television interview to Dave Puglisi of FOX61 
News. During the interview, the Vice President reassured audiences that 
Colombia’s justice system was ready to investigate all crimes committed 

during the National Strike:

“That’s why we believe that we have to send a clear message 
to our public forces and to the police and to the military, there 
is no excuse for any kind of violence or disproportionate use 
of force, or any kind of violations of human rights. That’s why 
we have been working very closely with the General Prosecutor, 
the General Attorney’s office, every institution in order to inves-
tigate every single case. There’s no chance to have once case 
in impunity.”

“We need to have forces with the capacity to prevent and con-
trol, but they also have to be very committed to human rights. 
And yes, it means we have to make some reforms of the police 
as an institution, what kind of psychological preparation they 
have in order to be patient, be under control when they are 
being affected, threatened but we are working on this police 
reform The own police, the General Director accepts that this 
is something they need. If we have legitimate institutions, this 
will be the best for the future of our democracy.”

Watch full interview: https://www.youtube.com/FOX61

“I have always believed that in [any} democracy, peaceful protest is a 
legitimate form of expression, and that is why it is a protected constitu-
tional right. We know that peaceful protest never brings aggression, that 
is why it is peaceful. It does not bring confrontations, it is not designed to 
harm others, on the contrary…it is very important that just as we value 
peaceful protest, we can differentiate it from those acts of vandalism, 
or destruction, of affecting the rights of others, and also differentiate it 
from blockades… Blockades, even if they are made without weapons, 
are violence. ”1

A week later, on June 4th President Ivan Duque 
in his official twitter account published a video 
referring to the blockades as ‘extortion’.

Read full article: Colombia fortalece su de-
mocracia y busca la reactivación, la vacunación 
masiva ycerrar brechas sociales, pero nada de 
esto se logra con bloqueos: Duque www.presi-
dencia.gov.co

Public Statements from 
Michelle Bachelet - ONU 
Human Rights, Human 
Rights Watch, Amnesty 
International and Justice For 
Colombia

The situation in Colombia has received an unprecedented international 
media coverage with dozens of media platforms worldwide publishing 
many of the violent events recorded by hundreds of citizens with their 
mobile phones either via live streaming or video recordings. 

At the same time, several organisations around the world called on the 
Colombian government to stop the police repression and to protect the 
constitutional right to protest. They also warned about violent events 
caused by a minority group of protesters.

Cali has been the city registering most of the casualties and human rights 
violations. In a statement from the on May, 30th UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, expressed deep concerns about 

1 Colombia strengthens its democracy and seeks reactivation, mass vaccination 
and closing social gaps, but none of this can be achieved with blockades: Duque.            
4th June 2021. 
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President Ivan Duque on Twitter

The blockades violate human rights and we must 
reject them. Some want to institute this practice as 
a pressure mechanism. Those who with blockades 
seek to attract the attention of the State, subject 
the State itself and society to a process of extortion.



the events taking place in the city:

 “The High Commissioner noted that her Office had received reports 
that armed individuals, including an off-duty police officer, had opened 
fire towards demonstrators, journalists covering the protests, as well as 
passers-by. The police officer in question was beaten to death by a crowd. 
According to some reports, in parts of the city, private individuals had 
fired shots at demonstrators in the presence of police officers”.

Read full article: UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet www.ohchr.org

Human Rights Watch (HRW) released a new emergency report on 
Colombia, asking the Colombian government to make structural reforms 
to the Police after confirming a series of allegations of serious human 
rights violations. The organisation undertook telephone interviews with 
victims in 25 cities across the country.

Read full article here: Col: Egregious Police abuses against protesters 
| Human Rights Watch www.hrw.org

During the preparation of the report, they also spoke to President 
Duque and to, Colombian’s General Attorney Mr Barbosa. Both made 
a commitment to investigate and prosecute police officers involved in 
committing serious crimes towards the protesters. However, the report 
also noted that:

“President Duque has rejected other major proposals for 
police reforms, claiming that his government has “zero tol-
erance” towards abuse. Yet the police’s internal disciplinary 
system, which lacks necessary independence, has failed to 
hold officers responsible for abuses in the protests that took 
place in 2019 and 2020, according to data obtained by Human 
Rights Watch.

The Attorney General’s Office, which conducts criminal investi-
gations, has also failed to achieve meaningful progress in the 
investigations into abuses committed during those protests”.

Amnesty International (AI) a launched a public complaint on 
May 4th demanding that the Colombian authorities “must 
end the repression of demonstrations, cease the militari-
sation of cities and ensure that respect for and guarantee 
of human rights are at the center of any public policy pro-

posal, including tax reforms”. The complaint went further 
to demonstrate breaches to international law on use of 
weapons by public forces:

Read full article: Colombia: Amnesty International de-
nounces militarised response and police repression of 
demonstrations. www.amnesty.org

“Through analysis and verification of audio-visual images, 
Amnesty International has confirmed that the Colombian 
police has used lethal weapons in several incidents, as 
well as indiscriminate use of less lethal weapons such as 
tear gas, water cannons against demonstrators in sev-
eral parts of the country. For example, the use of Galil 
Tavor rifles was identified in Cali during the repression 
of demonstrations on April 30th, as were police point-
ing semi-automatic weapons directly at unarmed demonstrators 
on May 2nd in the city of Popayán. In another incident, on May 1st 
in Bogotá, an armoured vehicle was seen firing live ammunition. 
All such weaponry is prohibited for the dispersal of protests under 
international standards”.

In the UK,  Justice For Colombia  (JFC) together with 
ABColombia, Colombian Solidarity Campaign, Colombian 
Caravana and SOSColombiaUK launched an emergency 
campaign reaching out to several members of the British 
Parliament (MPs) with questions concerning the funds and 
training given to the Colombian police forces. Furthermore, 
the campaign also questioned events related to the serious 
police abuses and possible crimes committed during the 
protests. 

On the June 2nd, various MPs asked Mr Dominic Raab, Secretary of 
State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs, about any 
representations he has made to his Colombian counterpart in respect of 
human rights abuses reported to have been committed by the Colombian 
police during protests in April and May 2021. 

In response Wendy Morton MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary in the 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office maintained that the 
UK Government “remains concerned about reports of human rights vi-
olations in Colombia, and we have raised our concerns with the relevant 
state actors in Colombia since the recent protests began. 
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We are clear that we support the right of all Colombians to protest 
peacefully, and that the right to peaceful assembly and association must 
be guaranteed”.

Read Full Article: Questions in British Parliament on Peace and Human 
Rights in Colombia www.justiceforcolombia.org

Conclusion on the contrasting arguments  
between the Colombian Government’s position vs 
international bodies and human rights organizations

After listening to the statements made to the media by the 
Minister of Justice, Wilson Ruiz and the Vice President/Chancellor 
Marta Lucia Ramirez, it is clear that there is no unity in the 
institutional discourse. While on the one hand, officials of 
the Ministerial Cabinet, including President Duque himself, 
deny any systematic acts and refer to police abuse as 
‘isolated cases’ that do not represent the public forces as a 
whole. However, international organisations including Human 
Rights Watch and Amnesty International have been clear 
in their reports that serious human rights violations are not 
new in Colombia and that there is a pattern of institutional 
behaviour that protects members of the security forces 
and prevents institutional mechanisms of investigation and 
accountability. This situation has boosted the high rates of 
impunity that exist today and that directly involve the Military 
Criminal Justice, the body in charge of giving legal resolution 
to cases of police abuses and carried out illegal actions in 
violation of international humanitarian law executed by 
members of the Public Forces. 

While President Duque and Foreign Minister Ramirez announce that 
there will be investigations into these allegations, many human rights 
organisations, both in Colombia and abroad, have emphasised that 
only a structural change in the police, including the transfer of the 
institution from the Ministry of Defence to the Ministry of Interior, will 
bring effective results. It is also important to highlight that political leaders 
and government representatives in Europe and the United States have 

called for dialogue over the use of police force. In Colombia 
President Duque has militarised regions with the order to 
dismantle the blockades carried out by some protesters, 
especially young people on the frontline, describing such 
blockades as extortive and violent, although as he himself 
acknowledges there has been no use of weapons. 

The great gap between the demonstrators and the 
Government has been widened with the breakdown of 
the dialogues between the Government and some of the 
sectors calling for the National Strike. 

The fundamental reason for the breakdown of the dialogues 
exposed by the National Strike Committee (CNP), -which 
represents only a portion of the protesting population, is the 
non-approval of a pre-agreement which demanded the cessation of the 
use of police repression and the repeal of the controversial Decree 575 
of 2021, which implements the figure of ‹military assistance› in seven 
departments in the south-west of Colombia, replaces civilian officers with 
military officers in local municipality security positions. The government 
demanded total unblocking of roads, which in fact happened gradually 
on the part of the protestors. 

Despite this, the dialogue was interrupted when the CNP in its last 
statement denounced that the government did not want to give in on 
any of the requests expressed by the CNP during the 2019 National Strike 
and those of the 2021 National Strike. Had those petitions been listened 
to «surely none of the events that today / are mourned in Colombia, 
would have happened1». 

In order to understand President Duque’s public statements, it is 
necessary to refer to the statement published by former President 
Alvaro Uribe, his political boss, one month after the protests began. In 
his official account the former president and ruling party leader called 
for «the total deployment of the Military and Police Force, with militarisation 
of the national territory in areas where there is a serious threat to citizens’ 
security. Strengthening the Police is required».  In addition, «a high-ranking 
officer, for example a Colonel, responsible for a place, in charge of specific 
units to lift the blockades with efficiency and transparency»2.

It is evident that communication between the Government and the CNP 
has been broken. The country is now making a painful inventory of deaths, 
possible crimes against humanity and a long trail of victims at the hands 
of the security forces. At the close of this document, President Duque 
published in the official presidential account the «Presentation of the 

1  Public statement, National Strike Committee, 6th June 2021. 
2 Public statement, Alvaro Uribe, Centro Democrático, May 29, 2021.
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plan for the training of the Public Force in the promotion and guarantee 
of the rights of children, adolescents and young people3».  

Such measures have been demanded by Colombian society for decades, 
but in practise they  don’t make any reference to the internal security 
doctrine of the Police that is reflected in the treatment that the public 
forces currently give to social protest. Nor has it made any reference to 
the hundreds of victims that the strong police repression has caused to 
dozens of young people and citizens in general. 

Many analysts agree that the sudden decisions by the government to 
present reforms within the public forces is the result of the 
recent visit of the IACHR to Colombia. The IACHR issued a 
preliminary report where it is predicted that there will be 
recommendations for the Colombian State as well as follow-
up and verification mechanisms for the implementation 
of such recommendations. Vice President Ramirez told 
the media that she reaffirmed «the best disposition to 
continue improving what is within our reach so that the 
Colombian State is always a State guarantor of the promotion 
of human rights»4.  She ended her announcement stating 
that Alejandro Ordóñez will be in charge of the liaison 
with the IACHR after the organisation’s visit to Colombia. 
Ironically, Mr Ordóñez is a former Attorney General involved 
in corruption scandals that cost him his appointment as a 
General Attorney for abuse of power. Ordóñez is now the 
Colombian representative to the OAS who has been recorded 
in numerous local and international media reports for his 
ultra-conservative views.

3 President Duque launches Police Training programme on the rights of children, 
adolescents and youth, June 11th 2021. 

4  El Espectador, Alejandro Ordóñez to be in charge of working with the IACHR.   
June 10, 2021. CLICK HERE TO VISIT
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7Colombians living abroad, 
their role and why?

Colombians living abroad who support the National Strike, identify its 
purpose and the reasons why it has been necessary.  Decades of 
conflict  and political corruption has led many Colombians to migrate, 
many seeking political asylum in search of opportunities to work and 
live in dignity and be able to provide a better future for their families.

In an attempt to maintain strong ties with family and friends back home, 
Colombians living abroad often send money back to help their families.  
They have experience of how the Colombian health care system works, 
consider education to be a privilege, and know that the most 
vulnerable ignored by the State.  A system that is elitist and where 
state and private systems work for the benefit of a few, excluding 
and marginalising ‘the have nots’. Knowing this reality, back in their 
home county, many Colombians, living abroad support Colombian 
charities caring for vulnerable like the elderly and children or sponsor 
young people to gain qualifications.  

With high hopes for a better country, Colombians living 
abroad voted overwhelmingly for the Havana Peace Process 
and empathise with the everyday struggles of Colombians 
back home.

Since 2019, the strikes have been supported by many 
Colombians living abroad and the pandemic served to 
heighten their frustration, experiencing their loss of family 
members and friends. Receiving continuous first-hand 
accounts of their loved one’s plight an inefficient, biased, and 
unjust system which is the reality for most of the Colombian 
population, increased anger amongst those living abroad. 

The announcement of President Duque’s proposed tax 
reform on basic goods, had a direct impact on Colombians 
living abroad. When protestors took to the streets, the strike 
counted on the support of many Colombians overseas .

 Joined in their support to the protests, many Colombians overseas have 
been involved in different demonstrations, holding vigils and setting up 
events of cultural and creative resistance in their relevant locations.  They 
have used all their resources, networks, and practical efforts to imple-
ment diplomatic and political mechanisms to engage key international 
actors on par with continuous activism. Their activities have helped to 
engage the public in their countries given visibility to the Colombian 
crisis worldwide.

Living abroad in democratic countries, where policies reflect dignity, and 
an attempt at adherence to human rights standards; where the right 
to air discontent or challenge changes is upheld, would have previously 
brought about a sense of impotence, in the face of a Colombian govern-
ment insistent on repression instead of resolution by peaceful means.  

Unlike previous governments, the current administration has been 
unable to hide being marked by systematic ministerial corruption, ob-
vious cronyism, and aggravated with ever-growing social and economic  
inequalities. The implementation of the peace process was a way to re-
solve many of the ills Colombia has faced over many decades, however, 
it has been weak in its implementation. Essential points have already 
been breached with the notable gap between elite and working class, 
ever wider, without indication of change.
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The Colombian government seems to have been caught off guard or 
underestimated a more educated, more ethical, better connected and 
less apathetic generation.  Skilled in the use of digital highways, many are 
entrepreneurial and equipped with sense of democracy and optimism 
for change and crossed time and distance enticing and supporting their 
pioneering generations and those that followed to participate, believing  
“Yes we can”.
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8Social Media Evidence in 
the Case Study 

We consider it important and necessary to present three specific 
cases with video evidence, testimonies and journalistic records that 
demonstrate how the constitutional right to peaceful protest and the 
human rights of those who protest are not respected in Colombia. 

We have first documented a group case of a demonstration abruptly 
broken up by the security forces. Secondly, in order to demonstrate how 
little investigation there is of members of the National Police (who have 
already been formally linked to two specific cases such as that of Santiago 
Andrés Murillo and Alison Lizeth Salazar Miranda), we will make a record 
of video testimonies, press releases and statements by the victims. 

We will provide evidence that, in addition to the already weakened 
judicial institution, Military Criminal Justice continues to be the greatest 
obstacle to prevent the systematic impunity that surrounds members 
of the Public Forces who commit State Crimes. 

‘Police Violations to the Right of Peaceful 
Demonstrations’. Putting an end to peaceful 
protest

The video shows a group of musicians in Bogotá, as they 
chant accompanied by drums, for the removal of President 
Duque.  It’s a peaceful protest with protesters exercising 
their right to freedom of expression. 

Moments later, the protestors are seen walking away. The 
group is dispersed by the police use of tear gas. Whilst the 
right to protest is included in the Colombian Constitution of 
1991, the video shows this right being violated by the Police.

In the article La Constitución marca alcances del derecho a 
la protesta: exmagistrados - Noticias Colombia (www.noti-
ciasporelmundo.com) the former judge of the Constitutional 
Court, Mauricio González Cuervo, indicated that “first of all, 
the right to social protest is a complex right, that is to say, 
it is the right of assembly and public demonstration, it is 
also the right of association, it is also the right of freedom 
of expression. So it is a complex right that brings together 
several fundamental rights that we should have called the 
right to public, peaceful protest”.

Secondly, he said, “as every right has limits, and the limits 
are in the Constitution itself in the sense that it must be 
peaceful. The first limit is of the means of protest must be 
peaceful; and the second is the general limit which are the 
rights of others”.

The jurist complemented that then the protest is legitimate 
“as long as it is peaceful and as long as it does not dispro-
portionately affect the rights of others”.

The Police’s actions in the video are aimed at silencing peo-
ple’s rights to protest and contradict statements by President 
Duque who has repeatedly said that the government ‘will 
always defend the fundamental right in our Constitution. 
We believe that it is part of freedom of expression and when 
we talk about peaceful protest, we have always guaranteed 
rights.1”

Similarly, a member of the riot police force in Bogotá, was recorded while 
firing directly at the  demonstrators. Using such a weapon goes against 
the protocols established by the authorities. The recording shows how 
some human rights defenders reproach the attitude of the agent who 
later turns to point his weapon against civilians. 

1 CNN, Amanpour,  May 12, 2021 If most protests are peaceful, why the 
militarisation?

Case study No. 1
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Video embeded in: Video | Desconcertantes hechos de violencia durante el paro 
nacional del 28 de abril en Colombia - Infobae

Whilst it is recognised that vandalism has occurred during the national 
strike, many peaceful protests have been met with excessive use of force 
at the hands of the police in direct contravention with the Constitution.

Case study No. 2
Santiago Ándres Murillo Meneses 
CASE UNDER INVESTIGATION 

Santiago Ándres Murillo Meneses was born in Ibague Colombia, son of 
Miguel Murillo y Sandra Meneses. On the night of the 1st of May during 
the National Strike, Santiago left his girlfriend’s house and started 
walking home.

Santiago was not taking part in the protests according to his mum, and  
when he was just 300 meters away from home, he was shot and fell on 
the floor almost immediately; people in the surrounding area run to help 
him and although they were shouting for help, the police didn’t react at 
all, even though they were across the street. The policeman who lethally 
shot him showed no remorse or compassion. 

Santiago was then taken to a hospital where he was pronounced dead  
half an hour later. The case of Santiago has only been taken seriously 
due to the dissemination of the video footage showing exactly how his 
unjustified murder took place. The footage shows that he was neither 
a threat to the police nor to anyone else.

A couple of filming from their balcony shot the moment when Santiago 
Ándres got shot. www.youtube.com/elOlfato

Transcription:
The video starts by showing a crowd of people shouting.

At second 11: 3 police officers are seen and one of them is throwing 
stones towards the crowd.
Then people from the crowd retaliate and also throw 
stones back at the police men.

Second 36: gun shots that carry on to second 50.
It seems that the crowd breaks some shop’s window and  
they start running away, moving towards the far end of 
the road and disappearing.
More gunshots are heard.

Minute 1.58:  a police truck appears at the scene and if looked carefully 
at the opposite road on the junction, it can be seen that 
there’s nobody on the pavement.

Minute 2.11: police officers gather stones from the floor.
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Minute 2.40: more policemen arrive at the scene riding motorbikes and 
again the opposite can be seen empty from people.

MInute 2.57: someone (Santiago) laying on the floor and a few people 
walking towards him.

Woman and man recording:
Woman: OH THEY SHOT HIM!

Man: OH THEY KILLED HIM!
Man: DID HE GET UP?

Woman: OH, THEY KILLED HIM.
People near Santiago start shouting for help. More people arrive at 
the scene and start shouting at the police.

Minute 3.37: police on the opposite road standing put, watching and 
doing nothing, and actually walk away.

Man and woman recording video: 
Man: BUT THEY WERE DOING NOTHING,

 Woman: YEAH, THEY ONLY THREW STONES TO THE POLICE TRUCK.
People keep on shouting to the policemen opposite the road.

Minute 4.30: some policemen leave the scene on their motorbike.

End of the videoclip.

Newspapers articles referring to 
Santiagos’ case 

19th May 2021. El Tiempo. Written by Redacción Judicial.

The Attorney General’s Office revealed on Wednesday that the 
bullet that killed student Santiago Andrés Murillo Meneses was 
fired by Jorge Mario Molano Bedoya, a mayor of the Metropolitan 
Police of Ibagué, Tolima.

Original source: https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia

The evidence established that the shot happened from the direction 
where the major officer Molano Bedoya was located. Bedoya, without 
any situation or threat that warranted the use of force shot against of 
Santiago Andrés Murillo,” said the Delegate Prosecutor’s Office of the 
Life Unit. The revelations were made during the virtual hearing of conflict 
of competence held by the Eight Municipal Criminal Court with Function 
of Control of Guarantees. 

The hearing was held to define whether this case should be 
under the jurisdiction of the ordinary justice or the Military 
Criminal Justice.  

At the hearing it was confirmed that the officer, who was 
captured together with lieutenant Ándres Parra, on the 
night of the protests was in front of the Panamericana 
bookstore from where he hit Santiago Ándres with his 
service weapon whilst he was walking on the other sidewalk 
of Carrera Quinta and Calle 60. The Prosecutor’s Office said 
that demonstrators threw stones at the police and at the 
Panamericana bookstore and that this situation was known 
by Major Molano and Lieutenant Ándres Parra, who were 
located on 60th Street and 6th Street “but upon noticing 
this situation, they drew their service weapons and fired, 
at first, against the ground and into the sky to dissipate 
the crowd.”

He adds that Major Molano moved to Carrera Quinta but at that moment 
he saw 3 to 5 people moving towards the march “and a male walking 
alone and slowly on the pedestrian sidewalk of the downhill lane”. “At 
that moment and when this person begins to cross the first segment 
of the bridge of the 60th street, it is observed that he is hit on the left 
side of his body by a bullet from a firearm and runs and collapses about 
3 meters away, establishing with evidentiary elements that the shot is 
produced from the place where Major Molano was located who without 
any threat that merited the use of force fires against  Santiago Ándres 
Murillo”, said the Prosecutor’s Office. It was also established that, once the 
detonation of the firearm was heard, those who were on foot returned 
and rebuked the uniformed officer who was asked to help the injured 
“which was ignored mainly by the officer in charge”.

The badly wounded student was efficiently treated in hospital but after 
28 minutes he was declared dead due to injury to the left pectoral region 
with the bullet entering the thoracic cavity with cardiac injury, pulmonary 
lesions and fracture of the right humerus. After the events, the major 
and the lieutenant went to the police station and in the early morning 
of May 2 they went to the Prosecutor’s Office in Ibagué. Days later, on 
May 11, a Military Criminal Court ordered their arrests. The Prosecutor’s 
Office also said that the young man had not done anything against the 
officer who that night was 80 meters away and was separated from him 
by a 2-lane avenue.

“The victim was alone, on foot, and was hit by the projectile fired by the 
officer directly, causing an injury to the thorax,” said the prosecutor’s 
office.
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11th May 2021 La FM. Written by German Acosta Ramos.

Police officers linked to Santiago Murillo’s death to be prosecuted 
for homicide.

Original source: https://www.lafm.com.co/judicial/

Santiago, 19 years old, died after being shot in the chest with a firearm. 
Two members of the Metropolitan Police of Ibagué who were captured in 
the last hours as allegedly responsible for the death of Santiago Andrés 
Murillo Meneses, will be prosecuted for homicide, a case that occurred 
last May 1st in a recognized sector of the capital of Tolima. 

On Monday afternoon, Major Jorge Mario Molano Bedoya, commander 
of the North Police Station, and Lieutenant Pablo Andrés Parra Forero, 
commander of the CAI Éxito, of the same station, were arrested in Ibagué. 
The process was taken over by the Military and Police Criminal Justice. 

Santiago, a 19 years old, died after being shot with a firearm at chest 
level, when he was walking along Calle 60 with Carrera Quinta, an area 
of confrontations between demonstrators and the security forces. 

Relatives and witnesses assure that a member of the Institution was 
the one who shot the young man, despite the fact that he had not par-
ticipated in the protests of May 1st, nor in the disorder that occurred 
at the end of the protests. After the two arrests, the detainees were 
transferred to a military garrison, under strict security measures.

19th May 2021 LA FM. Written by: Maria alejandra Rodriguez Forero

The Prosecutor’s Office says that a lieutenant of the Police would 
be responsible for the death of Santiago Murillo.

Original source: https://www.lafm.com.co/judicial

The prosecutor’s office reconstructed the events and pointed to the 
officer’s responsibility for the death of Ándres. In a hearing of conflict of 
competence to determine which jurisdiction will assume the investigation 
for the homicide of young Santiago Murillo, which took place last May 
1st in Ibagué, the Attorney General’s Office revealed that Police Major 
Jorge Mario Molano Bedoya would be responsible for this crime. It is 
worth mentioning that the Prosecutor’s Office requested a court with 
the function of control of guarantees to define if the investigation should 
be transferred to the Ordinary Criminal Justice or if, on the contrary, it 

remains in the Military and Police Criminal Justice, which 
is already prosecuting two members of the Metropolitan 
Police of Ibagué for this case.

During the proceedings, the prosecutor Carolina Arciniegas 
assured that Major Jorge Mario Molano Bedoya, former 
commander of the North Police Station of the capital of 
Tolima and captured last May 10, was the one who fired the 
firearm against the 19 year old young man who was walking 
on Calle 60 with Carrera Quinta, causing the wound in his 
chest that ended his life. 

6th June 2021, Portal Kienyke Written by Redacción Judicial.  

Policemen accused of the murder of Santiago Murillo 
were released from prison. 

Original source: https://www.kienyke.com/judicial

“Major Jorge Mario Molano and Lieutenant Pablo Andrés Parra, the two 
policemen accused of the murder of Santiago Murillo, were released by 
decision of the 188th military criminal judge. The military criminal judge 
released the two implicated officers after a request from the defence to 
revoke the security measure imposed on them last May 10.  According to 
the information shared so far, the decision was made on new evidence 
that was provided in the process. It is worth mentioning that last May 
19, the Public Defender of Rights for Ibagué endorsed the arguments 
presented by the Prosecutor’s Office and processed the conflict of juris-
dictions to advance the investigation for the murder of Santiago Murillo. 
This conflict of jurisdictions will be resolved by the Constitutional Court”.

9th June 2021, El Espectador. Written by Redacción Judicial.

Prosecutor’s Office recaptures Major Jorge Mario Molano for the 
crime against Santiago Murillo.

Original source: https://www.elespectador.com/judicial

“Major Jorge Mario Molano, commander of the North Station of the 
Ibagué Police, has just been recaptured in the case that the Ordinary 
Justice and the Military Criminal Justice are handling, at the same time 
and each one on its own, for the death of the 17 year old Santiago 
Ándres Murillo, shot in the thorax last May 1st in the capital of Tolima. 
This is the first firm decision of the Prosecutor’s Office in the case. 
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According to attorney Miguel Angel del Río, lawyer for Murillo’s family, 
the Prosecutor’s Office and the defence of the alleged victim last week 
carried out an inspection of the 188th military criminal court, with the 
objective of verifying the actions of the judge who has the case in his 
hands. Likewise, del Río revealed that a patrolman named Devia was 
interrogated, whom Major Molano -according to the lawyer- would be 
trying to frame for the death of the teenager. 

“We are going to interrogate patrolman Devia, to establish those par-
ticularities. What they are trying to do is to say that Major Molano 
was not at the scene of the events. But we have probative evidence,” 
added attorney Miguel Angel del Rio at the time, who is waiting for the 
Constitutional Court to rule on the conflict of competencies raised by 
him and the Attorney General’s Office”. 

16 June 2021, Blu Radio. Written by Sylvia Charry.

Lawyer of major implicated in Santiago Murillo case resigns over 
alleged bribery conversation.

Original source: https://www.bluradio.com/judicial/

“The prosecutor’s office has in its possession what would be the key 
piece of evidence to ask the judge of guarantees in Ibagué to send Major 
Jorge Mario Molano to prison as the alleged perpetrator of the murder 
of young Santiago Murillo, perpetrated on 1 May in Ibagué. According to 
sources in the process, it is a conversation between the father of Major 
Jorge Mario Molano and a man, so far unknown, in which - according to 
the prosecutor in the hearing - he tells him that they handed over one 
million pesos through his son’s lawyer to modify a report made by the 
CTI (Technical Investigative Corps) of the Prosecutor’s Office on the case, 
supposedly a ballistics test, so that the uniformed officer would benefit 
from it. This is a conversation in which the policeman’s father allegedly 
spoke of buying evidence in favour of his son, Major Molano, and of 
leaking privileged information. On the subject, the lawyer Abushihab 
assured that he was unaware of the existence of the recording, that 
he does not know if it happened or not, that it will be up to the justice 
system to investigate the facts, but that in any case the lawyer they are 
talking about is not him and that this is the reason for his resignation”.

The Voice of the Victims. Parents of Santiago 
Murillo, Sandra Meneses y Miguel Murillo 

11th May, 2021. La FM. Written by Maria Alejandra Rodríguez.

Santiago Murillo’s parents ask that the investigation not be 
transferred to the military criminal justice system.

Original Source: https://www.lafm.com.co/colombia/

“No queremos que lo coja la Justicia Penal Militar porque sabemos que 
siempre ha sido una tapadera para las Fuerzas Militares y las Fuerzas 
Armadas. También queremos que la Policía muestre la cara de esta gente, 
estamos hablando del asesinato de un niño que no era un peligro para 
nadie. De aquí en adelante queremos luchar para que lo coja la justicia 
ordinaria”, señaló Miguel Murillo, padre de Santiago.

25th May, 2021. El Espectador. Written by Redacción Política.

“It’s not fair that an officer gave my son the death penalty”: 
Santiago Murillo’s mother.

Original Source: https://www.elespectador.com/politica/

“There are videos that clearly show that my son was eight 
metres away from the Major when he shot him at point-
blank. A whole avenue separated them, where my son was 
alone and defenceless,” Milena Meneses recalled with deep 
pain in the Senate plenary. Her story, woven with choppy 
words, was heard in the debate on the motion of censure 
against Diego Molano, Minister of Defence, for the abuses of 
the security forces in the context of the national strike. His 
voice led the narration of the murder of his son, Santiago 
Murillo, 19, who fell to the ground on a street corner in 
Ibagué after being hit by a weapon from the riot police .

“It is not fair that an officer has given my son the death 
penalty, he was defenceless.” she said, reliving for those 
present her pain wrapped in sobs. At her side, her husband 
(who did not give his name) took the floor: “I am the father of Santiago 
Murillo, the boy killed by a police officer. We want Mr. Diego Molano to 
protect the citizens, but when he appears in interviews we see him as a 
person who does not want peace, he wants power, to remove the public 
force and we do not want this to happen again”, he said. “The case of my 
son shows that he was two blocks from his house, he never used force, 
he did not represent a danger to anyone,” he reiterated. 
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Parents of Santiago Murillo, Sandra 
Meneses y Miguel Murillo 



Alisson Lizeth Salazar Miranda
CASE UNDER INVESTIGATION 

In a facebook post that Alison posted be-
fore being found dead:

“They groped me to my soul “ I’m leaving this 
murderous rapist world, where there is no 
peace ... #UribeParacoHPTA - feeling sad”.

On the night of 11th May, 17 year old Alison Lizeth Salazar Miranda was 
on her way to a sleepover at her friend’s when passing near one of the 
points of conflict in the city of Popayán. On witnessing how the riot police 
were using tear gas on people, she decided to start filming on her phone. 

She was discovered by the police officers and was detained, being carried 
by 4 officers each holding her by her arms and legs. They carried her all 
the way to the police station despite saying that she was not taking part 
in the protests nor threatening the officers or anybody else. She even 
gave the officers her handbag so they could check she wasn’t carrying 
any explosives. 

They swore saying: “a woman is not going to win against 4 men” and 
grabbed her by hands and legs, as they were carrying they kept pulling 
down her trousers despite her repeatedly saying that they were taking 
off her clothes. 

She spent 1.5 hours at the police station and was collected from the 
station by her grandmother. Later, Alison wrote a post on facebook about 
what had happened and that the policemen were shocked when they 
found out that her father was also a policeman. The next morning she 
was found dead at her home. It is rumoured that she committed suicide. 

Case study No. 33rd June, 2021. Alerta Tolima. Written by Yeison Andrés López Castañeda.

Santiago Murillo’s parents reacted after the release of the cap-
tured officers on 10 May.

Original Source: https://www.alertatolima.com/noticias/tolima/

“I think that a prosecutor, a public prosecutor and a judge cannot start 
saying the name of a person without being certain.  What happens is 
that we are going to find thousands of strategies along the way. We 
are still in the fight”, said Sandra Meneses, mother of Santiago Murillo. 
Miguel Angel Murillo, father of Santiago, said, “The fact that they have 
been released does not mean that they are innocent because they are 
still linked to the process. This is a move by the military criminal justice 
system, a justice system that does not work. We are calm because there 
is evidence that will show that they are guilty, in this case, according to 
the Prosecutor’s Office, it was Major Molano”, he concluded.

18th June, 2021. 

Twitter of Defence Attorney for the family,  Miguel Angel del Rio.

Original Source: https://twitter.com/migueldelrioabg/

After several days of concentrated hearings, Major Molano was sentenced 
to prison for the murder of Santiago Murillo. We won in a preliminary 
way for the victims and for justice.
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“I fully support the strike but yesterday (Wednesday, May 11) I 
was not in the protests,” she said in her publication. The Mayor’s 
Office of Popayán confirmed that “the minor was placed at the 
disposal of the police at 9pm on Wednesday, May 12, 2021. 
The minor was accompanied by officials of Childhood and 
Adolescence of the Police and before 11:00 p. m., was delivered 
to her grandmother, according to the minutes of entry and exit 
out of the police station.”

“Given the serious allegations surrounding this case, 
we urge the competent authorities to carry out all 
investigations, both administrative and disciplinary, with 
speed and priority, to clarify the detention and the actions 
of the Metropolitan Police during the procedure and we are 
attentive to the report of Forensic Medicine, which will 
determine and clarify all the circumstances,” adds the 
text from the Mayor’s Office. 

“From the Municipal Administration and through the Women’s 
Secretariat we have made available a team to provide the 
family, the psychosocial support they require and we reiterate 
our commitment to the defense and protection of human 
rights,” ends the statement.

“We are at the Forensics Medicine’s office, demanding that a gender 
approach be applied to the medical-legal opinions on the case of this 
minor who committed suicide on Thursday morning,” said the lawyer 
and human rights defender, Lizeth Montero. On Thursday afternoon, 
during the national strike, confrontations between demonstrators and 
members of the riot police, left 25 injured, and damages to the mayor’s 
office and several banks. 

In addition, Margarita Cabello, General Attorney, met with the regional 
delegate attorney general to review the proceedings and ordered the 
collection of further evidence, including a request from Forensics on the 
causes of death, in order to move forward in determining whether to 
open a disciplinary investigation. 

The Prosecutor’s Office informed that it appointed a prosecutor 
specialised in children and gender to lead a team to clarify “the events 
that led to the minor’s suspected sexual assault and her subsequent death.” 
The Police, maintains its version of events that this was a “vile 
and dastardly” attack on the institution and that there was no sexual 
aggression.

News Reports in the case of Alison Salazar 
Miranda

18 May 2021. Noticias Uno. Alison, detailed video of her detention.

Original source: https://www.youtube.com/NoticiasUnoColombia

24th of May. El Tiempo. Written by Redacción Popayán.

What is known about the case of the minor that people have 
been mourning in Popayán?

Original source: www.eltiempo.com/amp/colombia

The minor was apprehended during protests. After the complaint, the 
girl allegedly committed suicide.  

Human rights defenders in Popayán denounced that members of the 
National Police apprehended a minor in the midst of disturbances and 
subsequently allegedly raped her in police station.

After being handed over to her family, the 17-year-old girl allegedly 
committed suicide. The incident its claimed it took place on the night 
of Wednesday, May 12, when the minor was on her way to a friend’s 
house where she was going to spend the night.  As the girl reported 
in social media, she was walking when some uniformed officers 
apprehended her and in the middle of the struggle they pulled down 
her troussers. 
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25th of May 2021, El Tiempo. Redacción Judicial.

Prosecutor’s office rules out case of sexual abuse in URI to young 
woman in Popayán.

Original source: www.eltiempo.com/justicia/

This was confirmed to the newspaper EL TIEMPO by sources from the 
Prosecutor’s Office, an entity that, among other tasks, examined 
recordings from the night the events were reported, including videos 
from the security cameras of the URI, the place where -according to 
some versions- the young woman was allegedly abused. Although 
the investigating entity ruled out sexual abuse, it is still examining the 
evidence to establish whether the minor suffered an abusive sexual act 
(referring to touching or inppropriate behavior without implying sexual 
abuse) during the time she was held by riot police. Also, under 
investigation is whether the officers abused their authority. 

Hundreds of people, mostly women, came out to demonstrate after 
learning of the report of violence against the minor. The case of the 17 
year old girl occurred on the night of May 12, when officers took her to 
a police station, where she was released hours later. 

The next day, her body was found. Following this, the Attorney General’s 
Office opened a preliminary investigation against police officers to 
establish “the alleged retention and sexual assault of a minor within the 
facilities of the police station”. 

According to the version of the Prosecutor’s Office, in the recordings 
taken inside the police station, it is evident that the young woman was 
accompanied by a human rights defender, and as a result, no sexual 
abuse could have occurred. After the first complaint, a video circulated 
on social media showing the moment the teenager was detained by four 
policemen. At one point, she warns that they are pulling down her pants 
while they hold her. In addition, in a message that the minor reportedly 
posted on one of her accounts, she talks about the police officers 
removing some of her clothes and touching her. 

This case, which caused national indignation, led to a series of protests 
raising tensions between protesters and the security forces in Popayán 
the day after the event went public. In fact, authorities reported that one 
student was killed and another 40 people were injured, while vandals 
attacked the police facilities in the capital of Cauca and the headquarters 
of Forensic Medicine.

24th of May. La W Radio. Written by Carlos Cerón.

Information leak in Alison’s case in Popayán rejected : 
Not only sexual assault is sexual violence: lawyer.

Original source: https://www.wradio.com.co/noticias/

Lizeth Montero regretted that the 17-year-old girl and her 
relatives, who have not received the report of what was 
leaked and published in the media, continue to be 
revictimized. The lawyer involved in the teenager’s case 
said that the case was advancing.

After the Prosecutor’s Office ruled out violent sexual assault 
in the case of Alison, the 17-year-old girl who committed 
suicide after being held by the riot police, the lawyer for 
the relatives, Lizeth Montero, regretted that the teenager 
continues to be revictimized in Popayán.

Montero questioned the leak of information from the 
prosecutor’s office to the media, “who are trying to clean up 
the police’s”, and regretted that the victim’s relatives have 
not been given the official report, as appropriate. “It is awful 
that they do not give official information to the family, but 
that they leak it to the media and revictimizing them in their 
claim for justice”. 

Likewise, she stated that there was nothing new in the information 
presented as ruling out violent sexual assault does not imply  that sexual 
violence did not happen.

“Sexual violence and gender-based violence are not configured only 
and exclusively when there is violent sexual abuse. Undue touching, 
insinuations, using sexual language or any other activity that makes a 
woman feel violated in her sexual integrity constitutes sexual violence”. 
The lawyer assured that there is a clear revictimization of a minor who 
can no longer defend herself and of her family, which seeks justice.

The reaction came after the authorities revealed information related 
to the case of the minor, who before taking her own life posted on her 
social networks that when she was transferred to the police station, 
she was sexually assaulted.  The case angered the country, and the day 
after these events, protests were held ending with the destruction of 
the Prosecutor’s Office and Forensic Medicine’s headquarters. A young 
university student died in the clashes with the police.

© JUANCHO TORRES /
ANADOLU AGENCY 
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alleged abuse and use of inappropriate language against the 
seventeen-year-old girl, the person responded: “everything 
is a matter of investigation”. 

In addition, he told the newspaper that he had already spo-
ken to one of his superiors: “There is evidence, so to speak; 
let’s wait for the results of the investigations”, and stressed: 
“It could be a colleague, but if he messed up, he has to answer 
for it; that’s what you have to be clear about”.

26th of May, 2021. Diario Criterio. 

The doubts raised by the Prosecutor’s Office 
announcement on the Alison Salazar case.

Original Source: www.diariocriterio.com/2021/

Alison herself, as well as her parents, lawyers and feminist groups 
warned that the crime they are seeking to investigate is not rape, but 
the sexual assault she was allegedly subjected to by the riot police 
when they arrested her and took her by force to the headquarters of 
the police station of the Prosecutor’s Office in Popayán. “To come out 
and deny a crime that has never been reported is a way of manipulating the 
investigation,” Liliana Silva, a lawyer with the feminist collective Casa de la 
Mujer, told Diario Criterio. Silva indicated that it is obvious that Forensic 
Medicine’s report reveals the truth, because in Alison’s body had no 
traces of violent sexual assault, and this was to be expected, “because 
the crime that Alison reported before her death was that of a sexual assault, 
which under Colombian law is considered a violent sexual act”.

About Sexual Violence in Colombia
17th of June. El Espectador. Written by Redaction 20+

Sexual violence, an invisible crime in social protest.

Original source: www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/

Since the national strike began, Temblores ONG claims that there have 
been at least 25 cases of sexual violence, and the main victims have 
been women. Caribe Afirmativo, for its part, has registered at least three  
cases of rape of homosexual men in Soledad, Medellín and Bogotá. 

© DIARIO CRITERIO

8th of June, 2021. La W Radio. Written by Laura Palomino.

Charges to be filed in case of Alison, the minor who reported 
abuse and committed suicide.

Original source: www.wradio.com.co/noticias/judicial/

In the report submitted to the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR), the Attorney General’s Office reported that it will charge 
a member of the National Police who participated in the procedure of 
transferring Alison Lizeth Salazar Miranda to the police station in Popayán. 
“Following these events, a hearing has already been scheduled for the 
formulation of charges against a member of the ESMAD (riot police)”, the 
Prosecutor’s Office spokesperson said.

The Voice of the Victims. Alison’s Father, 
Policeman Luis Salazar
Media Reports.

14th of May, 2021. Cuarto De Hora. 

Father of the young woman who committed suicide in Popayán 
calls for justice.

Original Source: www.cuartodehora.com/2021/ 

Regarding the statements that involve members of the riot police in the 

© COLPRENSA / EXTERNOS
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time again that this judicial instance has become a loophole to avoid when 
cases involving the police are to the law and escape conviction.  Although 
the competence in this case also lies with the Prosecutor’s Office, it will 
be the Constitutional Court that will define who has the jurisdiction to 
judge the major accused of committing the crime.

In Alison’s case, only a few hours after her suicide was reported, the police 
issued official statements denying that the death of the young woman 
was linked to the violent assault by four riot police officers. Today we 
know that the Prosecutor’s Office, partly due to the pressure of having 
to report to the IACHR, will charge at least one of them.

Another aspect worth mentioning in both cases is the secrecy in the 
coverage of the hearings. In the case of Major Jorge Mario Molano Bedoya, 
the media was not allowed to cover the hearing where the Major’s 
release was to be decided. In the case of Alison Salazar, the name of the 
riot police officer who would be summoned to the indictment hearing 
by the Attorney General’s Office has not yet been made public.

The Ombudsman’s Office has also issued alarming reports. The entity has 
counted at least 23 complaints of such aggressions, out of  106 reports 
of gender-based violence against women and people of diverse sexuality.

The figures have alarmed the country, but the truth is that similar things 
have happened before. Since 2017, Temblores ONG has registered 132 
cases of sexual violence allegedly committed by members of the security 
forces, that is, 33 per year. None of these cases have been brought to 
public attention, let alone clarified by the justice system, although patterns 
have been identified in the context of demonstrations. “The victims are 
between 17 and 30 years of age. And 80% are women. We also analysed 
that 55% of them are students, according to our report Bolillo, Dios y 
Patria”, explains Emilia Márquez, gender director of Temblores ONG.

Reflections on the case studies
 Both cases show persistent human rights violations in the institutional 
response of the National Police to the victims of these crimes.

In the case of Santiago  Ándres Murillo, we have seen one of the 
central axes of systematic impunity when cases involving the police 
are transferred to the military criminal justice system. We see time and 
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A teanageer (16 years old) of the front line in Cali, have been collecting 
what the riot police had been shooting to him | @LAOREJAROJA CALI

Musicians in Colombia supporting the national strike    
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9Conclusion
What is Colombia’s human rights situation 
after the violent events that took place during 
the National Strike?
Colombia’s violent history during almost six decades of civil war has had 
a direct effect on the way in which our most important state institutions 
are structured and oriented, i.e. Congress, the Attorney General’s Office, 
the Inspector General’s Office, the Ombudsman’s Office, among others.

It is clear that it is not enough to sign a peace process if there is no 
political will to implement it, It is not enough to sign a ceasefire 
agreement if the security institutions and policies that were created 
during the years of conflict are not harnessed for carrying out structural 
reforms that allow for a culture of conflict resolution, respect for the 
Constitution, and the creation of conciliation and dialogue mechanisms 
that prevent state violence against those who exercise political 
opposition or the right to peaceful protest. 

It is also important to note that, regardless of existence of the Peace 
Agreement (November 2016), Colombia is a social state governed by the 
rule of law, i.e. it is structured in accordance with legal principles and 
rules, and therefore the functioning of the state machinery is regulated 
by the Constitution and the law.

In this context, it is also important to consider the universal nature of 
human rights Colombia’s obligations which “as a member of the UN, 
accepts the set of instruments on human rights proclaimed by the entity, 
known internationally as the Charter of Human Rights, a road map that 
has two important characteristics: universality and internationalisation. 
Universality implies the recognition of human rights as a historical 
category. However, the principle that deserves the greatest emphasis 
is undoubtedly that of the human dignity, which constitutes the basis  
of all the rights enshrined in favour of individuals, both nationally and 
internationally. 

The attack on the inviolability of a person’s life (article 11 of the Constitution), 
as well as the practice of crimes that constitute an aggression against 
humanity as a whole, such as forced disappearance, torture and cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment (article 12), constitute 
affronts to human dignity.”1

1 Annex 1. Legal Consultation, American Association of Jurists, Dr. Pietro Alarcón, 
Pontifical University of Sao Paulo, Brazil. Page 4, June 9, 2021.  

With the issuance of Presidential Decree 575 of 
2021 on Military Assistance, President Iván Duque 
legalised the treatment of groups of unarmed 
citizens with warlike methods. A large proportion 
these citizens under attack from the state are 
young people, mostly between the ages of 16 to 
25. Forty days after the beginning of the April 
2021, National Strike, the excess of violence 
perpetrated by the riot police and the National 
Police against young people in demonstrations 
have left the democratic world, not only nationally 
but internationally, with serious concerns, 
questions and challenges to reflect on. 

Many Colombians living abroad are asking 
whether or not a large and influential part of 
the international community, governments 
and civil society, are exercising an oversight 
role to ensure compliance with human rights, 
or whether this will be sacrificed to pursue their 
economic interests and international cooperation 
agreements.

In theory, countries must fully or partially comply 
with a body of international law on human rights 
in order to be considered ‘countries belonging to the democratic world’; 
some conditions for signing a free trade agreement, for example, involve 
the guarantee of respect for labour rights, as well as the premise that 
these countries are not immersed in serious human rights violations 
by their authorities. In practice, however, these premises do not seem 
to apply when it comes to evaluating the multi-million dollar free trade 
agreements between Colombia and multiple nations around the world.

 A 2018 report studied the 16 trade agreements in force in Colombia.2 

None of the member countries party to these trade agreements has 
published an official statement forcefully rejecting the Colombian state’s 
repression of the of social protest. Nor have they made any vehement 
pronouncement on the events of police brutality, despite the extensive 
evidence that, this and other reports by human rights organisations in 
Colombia have documented.

2 Colombia Report, Trade Agreements in Force in Colombia, Page 6, 2018.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE 575 OF 2021 ON 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE.
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The international press, including The New York Times, The Washington 
Post, The Guardian, Vice News,  Rolling Stone, The Economist and the 
Financial Times, among others, have written articles detailing the ap-
palling scenes of violence present in the current demonstrations in the 
streets of Cali, for example. None of this has motivated governments 
to question the Colombian government. 

Instead, there have been direct statements from political leaders in the 
US, including Congressman McGovern, and 17 European Embassies in 
Colombia, who simultaneously demanded an end to the violence and 
the opening of dialogues to find a way out of the social crisis (but they 
still stopped short of any clear statement against police brutality). In 
the UK, at the time of writing, 96 MPs, have signed an Early Day Motion 
4 campaign; but again the UK government has failed to condemn police 
violations.3

The historic promise that the 2016 peace agreement could stop the 
cycle of violence and prevent the repetition of victimising events, has 
been completely broken. Since the signing of the Peace Accord, 276 ex-
combatants have been assassinated and over 900 social leaders have 
been killed4.  By the end of 2020 alone, 94 massacres were recorded, 
mainly in rural areas historically affected by the conflict. 

Although the government reiterates that many of these cases are being 
investigated, the few sentences issued point to those who fired the 
weapons but do not clearly identify the intellectual authors of the crimes. 

Despite Norway and Cuba being guarantors  and the UK being a mon-
itor of the peace accord, there has been very little pressure on the 
Colombian government to fulfil its obligations to fully implement the 
peace agreement.

The lack of international oversight may lead the Colombian government 
to ignore honouring its commitments, leading to new human rights 
violations, that in turn could see the country fall dangerously into a 
permanent state of violent confrontation.

3 EDM4 Colombia, https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58434
4 More than 900 social leaders assassinated in Colombia since 2016.  

Is the Colombian government respecting 
its international commitments under the 
American Convention and the Rome Treaty?

The IACHR Visit to Colombia 8-10 June, 2021.

Urgent international appeals and complaints about the serious violent 
events that took place since the demonstrations began, together with 
requests made by human rights organisations, led the IACHR to visit 
Colombia: “Washington, D.C.- The Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights will conduct a working visit to Colombia from 8 to 10 June to 
observe the human rights situation in the context of the protests that 
began on 28 April. 

On the aforementioned days, the IACHR will be in Bogotá and Cali to 
meet, dialogue and receive information from broad sectors. In this re-
gard, it thanks the State for the invitation, as well as for its openness 
and acceptance on the proposed dates. The delegation will be led by the 
Chair of the IACHR, Commissioner Antonia Urrejola; and composed of 
Commissioners Joel Hernández and Stuardo Ralón; with the support of 
the Executive Secretary, Tania Reneaum Panszi; the Assistant Executive 
Secretary for Monitoring, Technical Cooperation and Training, María 
Claudia Pulido; the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Pedro 
Vaca; and members of the technical team of the Executive Secretariat. 

During the working visit to the country, the Commission will meet with 
various representative sectors of Colombian society, including govern-
ment authorities from different levels of the executive, legislative and 
judicial branches; representatives of civil society organisations, collectives, 
groups, trade unions and other representatives of sectors affected by 
the protests. On this occasion, special attention will be paid to listening 
to victims of human rights violations and their families in order to receive 
testimonies, complaints and communications”.5 

We are now aware that several human rights organisations, legal teams 
and victims of human rights violations are giving testimonies and pre-
senting evidence before the commission during the hearings convened 
in Cali, Túlua, Buga, Popayán and Bogotá, where there will be dialogue 
with various sectors of civil society and Colombian society affected by 
the violence that took place during these weeks of national protest.6

The conclusions and recommendations issued in the final report will be a 
source of analysis, monitoring and oversight for all victims, participating 
organisations and members of Colombian civil society in general. On the 

5 IACHR announces working visit to Colombia in the context of social protests. 4th 
June, 2021

6 IACHR Official Twitter account, June 8th, 2021. www.twitter.com/CIDH/
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night of the Commission’s arrival in the country, President Iván Duque, 
a series of reforms to the Police: “In this process of transformation of the 
Colombian Police, human rights will be more visible and clear in all areas 
of the service and in the conduct of its members. To this end, there will be 
a renewed Police Statute and a centre for high-level procedural standards”. 

However, several opposition congressmen pointed out that four bills to 
reform the national police. All had been shelved by the ruling party and 
its allies in the legislature. 7

In terms of human rights, the Colombian state will have to respond not 
only to the IACHR but also to the various legal actions that different 
human rights organisations have taken before the International Criminal 
Court within the framework of “The interpretation and application of the 
normative text of the Rome Statute (RS) which created the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) based in The Hague, which became an instrument 
for the investigation and accountability of persons whose conduct is 
considered extremely serious, especially when it involves crimes against 
humanity, which directly attack the dignity of human beings, their lives 
and freedoms, and which for that very reason are considered impre-
scriptible (Article 29 of the Rome Statute)”. 8 

National Strike and Systematic Impunity
As described in previous chapters, several human rights organisations 
have carried out rigorous assessments of the number of victims of the 
strike. The figures on fatalities and non-fatalities are extremely worrying, 
not only because they consist of serious violations of fundamental and 
human rights, but also because they add up to a new wave of victims 
of state violence. 

Day by day, there have been indiscriminate arrests and raids without 
warrants, as well as threats from ‘control’ bodies to prosecute opposition 
leaders for launching grievances the riot police. Opposition Senator 
Alexander López had to exile his family in the face of serious death threats, 
and opposition Senators such as Wilson Arias and Maria José Pizarro 
have had to request precautionary measures from the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in the face of announcements by 

7 House Representative Inti Asprilla, Official Twitter account. June 8th, 2021 
www.twitter.com/intiasprilla/

8  Annex 1. American Association of Jurists, Dr. Pietro Alarcón, Pontifical University of 
Sao Paulo. Legal Consultation, Brazil. Page 10, June 9, 2021.

the Attorney General’s Office to initiate investigations against them for 
their participation in the demonstrations. 

The Colombian Commission of Jurists issued an official statement on 
5th June, in which they stated: 

“The Colombian Commission of Jurists (CCJ) presented before the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) a request for 
precautionary measures in favour of the House Representative María 
José Pizarro and Senator Wilson Arias, opposition congressmen, for 
the protection of their rights to political participation (article 23) 
and to judicial guarantees (article 8), enshrined in the American 
Convention on Human Rights”.9

The abuses of authority reflected in unconstitutional legal procedures 
led to the creation of the ‘First Legal Line’ which was formed during the 
60 days of protest with the aim of protecting the rights of the young 
protestors. To date, some important successes have been reported in 
sentences in which judges have ordered the release of dozens of young 
people because of arrests that did not comply with the legal contemplated 
in the Colombian penal code. 

Many cases are still unresolved, including new cases of assassinations 
of members of the frontline in Cali. We also note the numerous reports 
and video evidence showing organised groups of armed civilians shooting 
at other unarmed civilians with collaboration from the police. None of 
these people, despite some of them being fully identified, are facing 
an investigation or being held to account, pointing to new violations by 
the State of the Colombian Constitution, Article 22A of which expressly 
prohibits paramilitarism: 

“As a guarantee of Non-Repetition and in order to contribute 
to ensuring the legitimate monopoly of force and the use of 
arms by the State, and in particular by the State [Public] Forces, 
throughout the territory, the creation, promotion, instigation, 
organisation, instruction, support, tolerance, concealment or 
favouring, financing, or official and/or private employment of 
organised armed civilian groups for illegal purposes of any kind, 
including the so-called self-defence groups, paramilitaries, as well 
as their support networks, structures or practices, security groups 
for illegal purposes or other equivalent denominations, shall be 
prohibited. The law shall regulate the criminal offences related 
to these conducts, as well as the corresponding disciplinary and 
administrative sanctions.” 10

9 Communiqué, Colombian Commission of Jurists, June 5th, 2021.
10 Constitution of Colombia, Article 22A on Paramilitarism.
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The political and organisational direction to be taken by the current 
demonstrations and youth protest movements is yet to be defined. As 
of the closing date of this document, the negotiations by the National 
Strike Committee, which represents some of the sectors calling for the 
National Strike, withdrew from the talks, arguing that the suspension of 
the talks is due to the following reasons: 

“In 2019 the 21N strike took place, the government proposed to 
talk and did not want to negotiate. Faced with the handling of 
the pandemic and the economic crisis that began in 2019, the 
CNP, presented on June 19, 2020 the Pliego de Emergencia. From 
that day until 16 May 2021, eleven months later, the government 
refuses to negotiate the list. The strike that began on 28 April 
forced the government to say that it would negotiate, but in 
reality it has been delaying the negotiation.” 11

For their part, the young people on the frontline  (Las Primeras Líneas), 
demonstrating in the ‘Points of Resistance’, have drawn up lists of 
demands and have initiated dialogue, in the case of Cali, with the 
municipal mayor’s office, with the participation of micro-business sectors, 
the churches and the UN Colombia mission, as guarantor of the process. 

This is taking place in a tense climate caused by the arrests, the violent 
acts of the security forces and the murder of young members of the 
first Linea on 4th and 5th June at the ‘Paso del Comercio’ and ‘Loma de 
la Dignidad’.

In a joint statement from June 8, 2021 the Cali Resistance Unit and the 
Mayor of the City of Cali Jorge Iván Ospina announced:

“From the Dialogue Table between the Cali Resistance Unit (URC) 
Primera Línea Somos Todos y Todas (We Are All the First Line) and 
the Mayor’s Office of Cali, we would like to inform the citizens of 
Cali and public opinion that agreements have been reached to 
advance the guarantees of life for the citizens. This process has 
been accompanied by the Governor’s Office of Valle del Cauca, the 
Public Prosecutor’s Office, the Truth Commission, the Social and 
Community Minga and the facilitation team (Archdiocese of Cali, 
UNODC, MAPP-OAS, UN Verification Mission). In this sense, giving 
continuity to the exercise of peaceful protest in the framework of 
the National Strike in Santiago de Cali, we agreed to join efforts for 
the mobilisation for life and an Emergency Social Inclusion Plan.”12

11 Communiqué, National Strike Committee. June 6th, 2021.
12 Public Communiqué, URC and Mayor’s Office of Cali, June 8, 2021.

International Impunity for Colombia’s 
Human Rights Violations Must end 

We challenge the official view that Colombia is a democracy facing chal-
lenges but or that since the peace agreement the government is headed 
in the right direction. This narrative has been used to justify continuing 
support for the Colombian state. This dossier has shown that this official 
narrative is not rooted in the experience of the majority of the Colombian 
population, especially the poorest and most excluded sectors. 

The most marginalised are ignored by the Colombian state, they are not 
only impoverished but also criminalised, and they are treated with con-
tempt, through harsh methods that can only be described as dictatorial.  
We have shown that human rights violations have not only continued but 
have worsen since the Peace Agreement.  The Colombian government 
is bent on pacification, not peace.   

We stand by the Colombian’s who struggle. Throughout this dossier, 
and especially in our recommendations, we urge official institutions 
and governments that respect human rights, to give real support to 
the victims of state repression during the National Strike.  Our strong 
and unequivocal call to these institutions is that they use their power to 
break down the impunity of the Colombian state.  We must break the 
chain of collaboration and complicity in the political genocide against the 
opposition which has been going on for several decades, as has been 
confirmed by judgement of the People’s Permanent Tribunal. 13 

International impunity for State-sponsored human rights violations in 
Colombia must end. Alongside our call for governments and institu-
tions to do the right thing, we appeal to international civil society, 
and most especially to fellow social movements, to mobilise with us in 
defence of human rights in Colombia.  We open our arms and our hearts 
to international solidarity, especially those who face similar challenges. 
Together we must find ways to break the web of impunity.  

13 Tribunal Permanente de Los Pueblos 2021 Lectura del Fallo. 17th June, 2021; 
English translation: www.youtube.com/TreibunalPermanenteDeLosPueblos
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10Recommendations

Here we present recommendations following the serious violations of 
human rights and International Humanitarian Law that have occurred 
during the National Strike that began on 28 April 2021.

To the Colombian Government:

We call for immediate verification of over 
200 cases of people reported missing by 
Indepaz and Temblores ONG 

The public policies derived from the Peace Agreement (2016) include 
to extensive chapters on the right to ‘Truth, Justice, Reparation and 
Non-Repetition’ as the backbone of the Final Agreement, and places 
the victims at the centre of the agreement. 

Although the current violations committed against the protestors are 
not framed within the classic context of the Colombian armed conflict, 
as there are no armed actors in the confrontation but rather unarmed 
civilians and the riot police or the police forces, it is clear that there are 
elements of victimisation within Colombian society. This concern is clearly 
expressed in the declarations made to the French media France24 by 
Luz Marina Monzón, Director of the Unit for the Search for Disappeared 
Persons, given in the current context of the National Strike in the face 
of repeated patterns of forced disappearance which have been evident 
since 28 April: 

“Well the message is very serious, it is very serious because it is the 
reproduction of patterns from the past that lead to the fact that 
today, in Colombia, we speak of more than 120,000 disappeared 
people during the armed conflict. During the armed conflict, people 
were disappeared under similar patterns to what we are seeing 
today, that is, detention of people by state agents in broad daylight, 
people whose whereabouts those state agents don’t account for; 
families cannot access information regarding their fate quickly, then 
the people are taken to places that are not necessarily meant for 
regular detention, as is happening at the moment. And here the 
message is that the authorities need to be firm, but we also need 

to be firm as a society in demanding the non-repetition of these 
patterns. People cannot be subjected to forced disappearance in 
this country, nor in any part of the world.”1 

We invite both UPBD and UN Human Rights Colombia to diligently 
follow up with Colombian institutions such as the Attorney General’s 
Office and the Prosecutor General’s Office to provide an updated and 
verified report on the search for the people who were reported missing 
during the National Strike. This is in line with the joint statement where 
both bodies warned that, “It is essential that the State guarantee that the 
deprivations of liberty, whatever legal forms they may take, are carried out 
in strict compliance with the limits and guarantees contained in the norms 
of international law, under principles of transparency and publicity”.2

The immediate repeal of Decree 575 of 
2021 issued by President Duque during the 
National Strike 

This decree has been catalogued by several organisations that carry 
out constitutional control of the decrees issued by the Presidency of 
the Republic, among them the legal organisation Dejusticia. One of its 
prominent lawyers, Dr. Rodrigo Uprimny, drafted a concept con-
sisting of five points that in his view make Decree 575 a violation of the 
Constitution, catalogued as unconstitutional. Of the five, perhaps the most 
worrying is the priority given to the figure of ‘military assistance’ over 
dialogue and agreement, denoting an authoritarian attitude favouring 
the use of force without offering any clarity around the constitutional 
framework on the decisions that the decree authorises:

“The Constitution and international human rights standards 
states the army takes a supportive role in any civil intervention. 
Furthermore, the Supreme Court of Justice ruling was specific on 
the role the State and security forces, their responsibilities, and 
duty to uphold the protestors’ right to demonstrate, and to do so 
without fear of persecution and, with an expectation of ethical due 
processes of accountability for any transgressions committed from 
any part. Decree 575 offers no specific structure, parameters in 
the provision of army support or who leads, in what should be a 
civilian chain of command, to guide accountable interventions, as 
is the usual case when engaging the army in civil matters, instead, 

1 France 24 Interview to Luz Marina Monzón, 27 May 2021.
2 UBPD, International Standards on Guarantees for the Prevention and Protection of 

Persons from Disappearance, 24th May, 2021.
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lacking clarity and getting in the way of accountability, purpose as 
well as their presence and a perceived threat by citizenship. The 
CIDH has conveyed that, in Colombia, protest management should 
falls under an ethical, civilian police service, efficient, skilled, and 
respectful of human rights”.3

That as citizens residing abroad, who also 
have constitutional rights, we urgently 
request a comprehensive police reform 
and at the same time denounce the 
systemic nature of the serious human 
rights violations that the National Police 
continuously carry out in social protest 
scenarios 

In 2019 the organisation Tembores ONG produced an 80-page report 
on police violence that collected, documented and analysed events 
from 2017-2019. The report concludes that only 1% of cases of political 
violence end with a disciplinary outcome against them: 

“Compared to the 8,167 cases reported by the Attorney General’s 
Office, this institution only opened 746 investigations. In other 
words, only 9.1% of the total number of cases of police violence 
recorded by the Inspector General’s Office used its preferential 
power to investigate them. According to the figures, of the 746 
investigations, 443 cases (i.e. 59.3%) were closed, 205 are active, 
74 were referred for jurisdiction, 16 were acquitted and only eight, 
i.e. 1%, of the cases resulted in a disciplinary conviction”4 

At the end of its report, the organisation proposed seven essential 
reforms:

• A total ban on “reduced lethality” weapons.
• A total ban on the use of firearms in police patrol teams.
• Police summonses should be signed by a third party who 

would act as a civilian witness attesting to the commission of 
the offence.

• Crimes committed by police officers should be tried by the 
ordinary justice system, not by the military criminal justice 
system.

3 Dejustica, Duque’s “military assistance” decree is unconstitutional,             
May 31st 2021. 

4 Tembores ONG, Bolillo, Dios y Patria, Pag 66, Informe 2019. www.temblores.
org/bolillo-dios-y-patria

• Make human, civil and citizens’ rights training a priority in the 
training of police officers.

• Eliminate incentives or systems of quotas and promotions in 
exchange for traffic tickets.

• The police, as a civilian control body, should be transferred 
from the Ministry of Defence to the Ministry of the Interior.5

In addition to the demands made for several months by these 
organisations specialised in monitoring and verifying the actions of the 
public forces, we consider that the recent Human Rights Watch report 
agrees with these organisations and points out that:

 “President Duque has acknowledged that the police committed 
some abuses and said officers involved would be prosecuted and 
punished. But Duque has rejected other major proposals for police 
reforms, claiming that his government has “zero tolerance” towards 
abuse. Yet the police’s internal disciplinary system, which lacks 
the necessary independence, has failed to hold officers respon-
sible for abuses in protests in 2019 and 2020, according to data 
obtained by Human Rights Watch. The Attorney General’s Office, 
which conducts criminal investigations, has also failed to achieve 
meaningful progress in investigations into abuses committed 
during those protests”6

To International Governments and Institutions

We urge the Prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), Fatou 
Bensouda, to visit Colombia and request 
information from the Attorney General’s 
Office, the Military Criminal Jurisdiction 
and the Accusations Commission of the 
House of Representatives on the status 
of the investigations and the actions of 
those allegedly responsible 

We urge this on the basis of the reports from several Colombian human 
rights organisations submitted to her office on the serious violations 
of international human rights law, and requesting action from the ICC. 

5 Tembores ONG, Bolillo, Dios y Patria, Pag 73, Informe 2019. www.temblores.
org/bolillo-dios-y-patria

6 Report, Colombia: Egregious Police Abuses Against Protesters. Police Reform 
Urgently Needed to Prevent Future Violations. 9 June, 2021. 
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We especially ask the ICC to take into consideration the complaints doc-
umented by this dossier and by multiple human rights organisations 
in Cali of the new outbreaks of urban paramilitarism that have been 
occurring since the beginning of May.7

According to the legal opinion submitted with this dossier (Annex 1) to 
members of the American Association of Jurists, the ICC Prosecutor, 
under the powers of Article 15, may receive oral or written testimony 
and then submit a request that an investigation be authorised. Victims 
may also submit observations to the Pre-Trial Chamber, in accordance 
with the Rules of Procedure and Evidence. For the purposes of con-
sultation, this process could be carried out immediately. We expressly 
emphasise the systematic nature of the Colombian state’s complicity 
with paramilitarism: 

“There is a long tradition of civilians who violently implement their 
form of justice and control, establishing the order they need for 
their business, their finances and their personal wellbeing. In our 
recent history it has been present since the legalisation of armed 
civilian groups such as the so-called Convivir (private security and 
surveillance cooperatives) and later with the AUC (paramilitary 
group)...Colombia has had many experiences of paramilitarism 
and with absolute impunity, which allows it to be repeated time 
and time again. Many sectors have legitimised it as a necessity in 
the absence of state authority...Paramilitarism not only assassi-
nates those who oppose its interests but also intimidates...Armed 
civilians exercising justice on their own account are paramilitaries 
or parapolice, there is no other way to call them...” 8

Endorsement and Implementation of the 
IACHR Report

In response to the request made on 7 May 2021 by 650 local, national 
and international organisations to visit Colombia, the IACHR has opened 
the doors for an official on-site visit to provide a detailed report as a con-
tinuation of the various hearings that have been carried out in different 
parts of south-western Colombia and its capital Bogotá. This visit, which 
is welcomed by the population involved in the National Strike, should 
produce binding recommendations on how to break the vicious cycle 

7 Second report submitted to the ICC. Highlights the eruption of paramilitarism 
in Colombia. June 6, 2021. 

8        El País, Interview to Martha Nubia Bello, Professor Universidad Nacional, 
Colombia. 4 June, 2021. 

of systematicity and impunity that permits such conduct on the part 
of the public forces with the omission of the Colombian control bodies. 
We emphasise that these violations have been made for the last three 
years by different organisations on the ground.9

That UN member states request an 
extraordinary session of the General 
Assembly for the case of Colombia 

This request is made in analogy to the extraordinary session held on 7 
May 2021 to discuss the grave human rights situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.

That the possibility be examined of an ad hoc Commission to investigate 
in loco the human rights situation in the country on the basis of the 
revelation of a systematic and consistent record of gross human rights 
violations. 

That the UK government immediately 
end all police and military aid, training, 
and joint activities with Colombia’s state 
forces  

These same state forces have not been delivering security to Colombian 
citizens. On the contrary, as this dossier has comprehensively 
demonstrated, the Colombian state forces are institutionally responsible 
for systemic human rights violations.   

The UK government should respond positively and fully to the recom-
mendations set out in Early Day Motion 4 signed, at time of writing, by 
96 Members of Parliament.10

Collaboration between the UK’s College of Policing and the Colombia 
National Police was first announced on 1 May 2021.11  However, only the 
bare bones were revealed, that training had taken place in Colombia in 
2018, 2019 and 2020.12 

The response of the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
(FCDO) to concerns raised by MPs and human rights organisations is 
inadequate and unacceptable. In a letter to the Parliamentary Human 
Rights Group (PHRG) on 27 May, 2021 the FCDO adds information about 

9 Public Comuniqué, 7 May, 2021. www.dejusticia.org/en/
10 Protests in Colombia: Tabled 11 May 2021 www.edm.parliament.uk/
11 Colombian police have killed civilians. British police have been training them 

regardless www.thecanary.co/investigations/2021/
12 College of Policing FOIA Response 23-03-2021 www.whatdotheyknow.com/
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another programme:

“We support the transformation of the Colombian National Police 
via the £2.1m CSSF-funded Colombia Peace and Stabilisation 
Programme launched in 2020. The intervention aims to contrib-
ute to the modernisation of  the police service by scaling up and 
improving police practices with a preventive approach, focusing 
on: i) community-based police prevention; ii) transformation of 
large-scale social conflicts from a rights-based approach; and iii) 
gender mainstreaming.” 13

The FCDO response claims that “the UK is committed to protecting and 
promoting human rights in Colombia ... We do not export equipment and 
technology where we assess there is a clear risk that it might be used 
for internal repression”. And yet does not agree to suspend exports of 
anti-riot equipment, that has been used against protestors during the 
National Strike.  

The FCDO says that the UK Government’s policy:

“is based on core British values, including how we promote human 
rights and democracy. In this regard, the UK is committed to con-
tinuing its programming in support of peace, stability and security in 
Colombia to help implement the peace agreement and build a more 
peaceful and prosperous society.” 14

A fuller report by ‘Declassified UK’ explains that this ongoing UK police 
collaboration is led by the National Crime Agency through which £2.3 
million was spent in training, including “specialist cadres of police to be 
trained in priority areas of intervention.”15  These UK - Colombia police 
collaborations are sourced under the banner of the UK’s Conflict, Stability 
and Security Fund “which supports and delivers activity to tackle insta-
bility and to prevent conflicts that threaten UK interests”.16

This gives away what the UK government really means by ‘core British 
values’, as being based on the UK’s strategic and commercial interest 
above all else.   

We call on the UK government to implement concrete measures in 
support of human rights, and for the ending of all collaboration and 
support to the Colombian state forces because of their proven human 
rights violations. 

13 FCDO letter cited in ‘Core British Values’: The UK Government complicity with 
brutal police repression of the National Strike www.colombiasolidarity.org.uk

14  ibid
15 Matt Kennard Revealed: Secretive British anti-crime agency spent millions training 

Colombia’s repressive police 11-06-2021 www.dailymaverick.co.za
16 Conflict, Stability and Security Fund www.gov.uk/government/organisations/

That the European Union (EU) invoke the 
human rights principles as the ‘essential 
element’ of its Trade Agreement with 
Colombia 

The EU Trade Agreement was made jointly with Colombia and Peru on 
26 June 2012 and came into force in 2013, with Ecuador joining in 2016.17   
During the consultation on ratification a broad platform of civil society 
and human rights organisations prepared a detailed argument warning 
that in pursuing the agreement the EU was “prioritising European invest-
ments in the region above any other social or human rights concerns”.18  
Unfortunately this warning was not heeded and still obtains to this day. 

The Trade Agreement is a commercial treaty. There is a general statement 
in the preamble and Article 1 that both affirm adherence to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, although beyond that there are no explicit 
mechanisms to monitor human rights and no ‘human rights clause’ as 
such.  For example the dispute settlement is set up in the context of trade 
disputes, not human rights violations.  The other potential mechanism is 
under Title IX Trade and Sustainable Development, which does provide 
for domestic consultations with civil society, and consultations that may 
be triggered by a request from one of the Parties to the Agreement.

Despite these shortcomings, the Agreement emphasises from the out-
set, Article 1, that: 

“respect for democratic principles and fundamental human rights...
constitutes an essential element of the Agreement”. 19 

It is therefore open to the EU to insist that the Colombian government 
invoke this principle immediately, and that failure to do so puts Colombia 
at risk of breaching of the Agreement.  

Under Article 1, the EU has several options to pursue.  Given the tre-
mendous weight of evidence of the Colombian state forces committing 
human rights violations during the course of the National Strike, and 
the urgency of the current situation, we urge the EU to take accelerated 
steps to engage with the Colombian state.  We recommend that the EU 
follow the practice of the IAHCR commission by not only taking the word 
of the Colombian authorities as to their conduct, and that it mount its 

17 EU (2018) Trade agreement between the European Union and Colombia and Peru: 
European Implementation Assessment www.europarl.europa.eu/

18 TNI (2011) Time for Europe to put values and human rights above commercial 
advantages, Policy Brief: Why EU–Colombia/Peru Free Trade Agreements should 
not be ratified, Transnational Institute, March 2011. www.tni.org/files/p.3

19 EU (2012) ‘Trade Agreement EU Colombia’ Official Journal of the European Union 
Volume 55 www.sice.oas.org/Trade/p.5
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own independent commission that should prioritise taking evidence 
from the victims of state violence, whether they be individuals, families 
or civil society organisations. 

That Cuba and Norway as guarantors of 
the peace process and the UK as monitor, 
to urge the European Parliament to set 
up an inter-parliamentary delegation 
to verify the situation on the ground in 
Colombia as soon as possible 

We request that the flow of money from international cooperation for 
peace issues be monitored by civil society in order to ensure the greatest 
possible transparency in the realisation of these resources in relation to 
the processes of full implementation of the peace agreement. 

We also call on the UK government to halt military aid and training to the 
Colombian police until the institution carries out and accounts for struc-
tural reform. It is not ethically admissible that these military cooperation 
alliances continue to be woven with an institution that has broken binding 
legal commitments in international jurisprudence, Colombia being a State 
party adhering partially to the Rome Statute, and fully to “the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights approved by the UN in 1966 through Law 74 of 
1968. Furthermore, the Colombian State is a party to the Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment approved by the United Nations on 10 December 1984, in 
accordance with Law 78 of 15 December 1986. Similarly, Law 16 of 30 
December 1971 approves the American Convention on Human Rights 
“Pact of San José de Costa Rica” of 22 November 1969”. 20 

20 Annex 1. Legal Opinion, American Association of Jurists, Dr. Pietro Alarcón, 
Universidad Pontificia Sao Paulo, Brazil. Page 14, 9 June, 2021

CLICK HERE TO VISIT

DOSSIER ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN COLOMBIADOSSIER ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN COLOMBIA99

Front Line | DARÍO ORTIZ ROBLEDO TOLIMA - COLOMBIA   



DOSSIER ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN COLOMBIA

We are very grateful with everyone who contributed to the production of 
this document as part of their ongoing work for peace in Colombia.

Our special thanks to:
Defend Peace Argentina, Argentina
Collective for Peace in Colombia COLPAZ, Mexico
Colombia’s Citizen Diplomacy Group, Netherlands 
The Colombian People’s Assembly, Netherlands
SOSColombiaUK, United Kingdom

A special acknowledgement to The American Association of Jurists and 
Dr. Pietro Alarcón, Universidad Pontificia, Sao Paulo, Brazil for the legal 
advice provided during the development of the dossier’s recommendations. 
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